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Information & Communication Technology  
- AS & A Level

This course aims to develop an understanding and awareness of 
Information and Communication Technology within a global environment. 
You will look at how business has changed with the introduction of IT and 
how organisations are reliant on their IT systems to make their business 
more effective. 

You will look at the design of a system from start to finish and why many IT 
systems fail. You will learn to analyse problems using formal IT methods 
and produce solutions for those problems using software packages such as 
spreadsheets and databases. 

Throughout the course there are opportunities to take part in competitions, 
go on trips to see IT applications in the real world and build a software 
solution for a real end-user using database software. 

This course does not involve learning a traditional programming language 
and so is not suitable if you want to progress to a higher education course 
in Computer Science but can be really useful when combined with other 
subjects such as Business Studies if you are looking at a career in IT 
management or consultancy.

Key Facts
Courses Available
ICT AS and A level

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels 
preferably to include GCSE English at C 
or above.

How the course is assessed
AS: 1 piece of coursework and 1 exam 
of two hours 
A2: 1 piece of coursework and 1 exam 
of two hours

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information
You do need an interest in IT and a 
willingness to study both the theory 
and practical elements. There is a big 
difference between this and the more 
practical Level 2 IT courses such as the 
OCR National Certificate or DIDA. It is a 
demanding course.

Key Facts
Courses Available
ICT BTEC National Extended Diploma

Entry Requirements
5 C grades at GCSE in at least four 
different* subjects.

How the course is assessed
The course is assessed by portfolio

Exam Board
Edexcel

Other Information
As this is a portfolio based qualification 
you will need to be self motivated and 
able to manage your time well.

*�English Language and English 
Literature count as two separate 
subjects. Double Science counts as two 
separate subjects. 

Information & Communication BTEC National 
Diploma For IT Practitioners - Software Development

This is a two year course and is equivalent to 3 A levels and as such will 
take up at least 12 of your lessons a week. Because of this you need to 
have a really keen interest in IT and be self-motivated.

As it is a two year course you will also need to remain on it for the 
whole two years if you wish to gain a qualification. It is a highly technical 
course which involves programming in both event-driven languages and 
for the Internet, as well as advanced databases and spreadsheets and 
systems analysis.

You will need to enjoy problem solving and be willing to work outside 
of lessons practising your skills. There will be opportunities to visit 
organisations and see IT in the workplace as well as meeting guest 
speakers from a wide range of IT backgrounds.

This course is ideal for anyone wanting a career in IT; it will only leave 
you time for doing one other course alongside so you really need to 
enjoy spending time on a computer doing practical activities.
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NCFE i-Media is a coursework-based, practical course focusing on 
interactive media and basic web design. 

Anyone studying at the College on an AS or mix and match programme is 
eligible to take the course, but it is particularly useful for developing skills 
needed for AS Media or Film or Communication and Culture.

The course runs for a year and takes up TWO lessons each week.

On this course, you will carry out research into the layout, design and 
content of a number of websites, before planning and constructing your own 
5-page personal website, using Dreamweaver software.

The course also covers PowerPoint design and presentation, as well as 
learning Filming and Editing techniques. You will film a ‘voxpop’ on a topic 
of your choice which you will edit on Adobe Premier software

The course is suitable if you are interested in a career in the media industry, 
particularly in practical fields, e.g TV or film production, journalism or new 
media.

It is also suitable if you enjoy practical work and prefer coursework to 
exams.

If you are planning to take AS level Media Studies, Communication and 
Culture or Film Studies, this course is recommended.

Key Facts
Courses Available
Level 2 i-Media (NCFE)

Level 3 i-Media (NCFE)  
– only available to A2 students

Entry Requirements
None – although it is best suited to 
students who are studying an AS or mix 
and match programme

How the course is assessed
100% coursework. 50% practical  
and 50% written

Exam Board
NCFE

ICT - OCR National Certificate Level 2

This one-year course will provide you with a National Certificate Level 2 
equal to three GCSEs at grade C and will take up half of your timetable 
so will restrict what other options you take.

It is a highly practical course and is assessed by portfolio so you will 
need a keen interest in IT and good time management in order to meet 
portfolio deadlines. The certificate includes a wide range of units from 
desk top publishing, spreadsheets and databases to web design and 
graphics. You will also do some filming which you will then edit and 
format for use on your website.

There will be the opportunity to go on trips to see IT in the work place 
and the skills you will learn will be invaluable in any future employment. 
The assessment may be a mixture of video evidence, reports or 
the work you produce using different software such as a completed 
database.

Key Facts
Courses Available
ICT - OCR National Certificate Level 2

Entry Requirements
2 grades D and 3 Es at GCSE.

How the course is assessed
Assessed by portfolio

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information
Due to the practical nature of this course 
it is essential that you are willing to 
spend lots of time on a computer as well 
as working outside of lessons to practise 
your skills and complete portfolio units. 
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Italian Level 1 is a one-year course over three lessons per week for those 
with little or no previous experience of the language. 

It covers elementary Italian in a vocational context, particularly travel and 
tourism and basic business transactions such as making phone calls and 
sending e-mails. Some of the topics covered include social conversations, 
ordering a meal in a restaurant, dealing with hotel bookings and travelling 
by train and plane. 

You will gain certification in speaking, listening reading and writing. This is 
a valuable qualification for career development, especially for students who 
do not have a pass in a language at GCSE. Students must be prepared to 
work in a co-operative way as many assessments require work to be done 
in pairs or larger groups.

There is continuous assessment based on the evidence that students put 
into their portfolio. There is no final exam.

Key Facts
Courses Available
NVQ Italian

Entry Requirements
Open entry

How the course is assessed
There will be assessments in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.

Exam Board
OCR

What can I do with it?
You can use it while on holiday in the 
country! In addition to this many Universities 
highly value languages for entry on a 
wide variety of courses. Employers also 
see having a skill in speaking a foreign 
language as a significant asset.  

Other Information
To study a language you should have an 
interest in other cultures and ways of life. 
There are three lessons a week, at least 
one of which will be in the Language 
Centre to practise speaking and listening 
skills, and no extra work will be required. 
The course will be completed during your 
lessons. You will get a Certificate for each 
skill covered in the course. 

Law - AS & A Level

How much do lawyers earn? Should life imprisonment mean life? 
Is cyber bullying an assault? Can you sue your school or teacher if  
you have been taught badly?

In this course you will consider questions such as these and look in detail 
at the types of cases dealt with in the English legal system. We look at 
who works in the system, how disputes are solved and the punishments 
imposed. Also, to help your understanding of the system we look at how 
laws are made and the reasons for making them.

The course includes a detailed study of some areas of Criminal Law and 
of some Civil Law. Cases that feature in the news are regularly explored. 
Keeping up to date with current affairs and legal developments adds interest 
to the course. A willingness to read newspaper articles and book extracts is 
expected and there will be opportunities for internet research.

There will be some visits to the courts and visiting speakers are an essential 
part of the course. Work experience in a legal environment is strongly 
encouraged. Lessons are mainly discussion based. 

You will need to write short answers to descriptive and problem based 
situations so skills in written English are important. You will also have the 
opportunity to put forward your own ideas on the operation and effect of 
rules of law. Assessment is wholly exam based.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Law

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels 
to include GCSE English at C or above.

How the course is assessed
AS: 100% exam  
A2: 100% exam

Exam Board
AQA

Other Information
To study Law you will need to have an 
interest in discovering how the English 
legal system works and who is involved 
in it. You will learn to apply laws to 
situations and think like a real lawyer. 
As part of the process you will learn 
about your individual rights. Studying 
A level Law is a useful introduction 
to studying Law at university and is 
welcomed by virtually every university 
Law Department.
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Applied Law - BTEC Level 3

This is a two year course and is equivalent to one A level. 

With its work related approach, it is particularly aimed at those interested 
in a career in law, perhaps as a legal executive, para-legal, court official or 
legal secretary. It is also appropriate for those interested in studying in a 
more practical approach but still intending to progress to degree level study 
in law.

The course takes a problem solving approach to developing your 
knowledge. Topics covered are how laws are made, the criminal and civil 
legal systems and who works in them. You will also look at how specific 
criminal and civil laws apply to real life situations.

Progress is assessed through a variety of methods such as coursework  
and presentations.

Key Facts
Courses Available
Diploma in Applied Law

Entry Requirements
At least 4 GCSE subjects, including 
English at C grade or above

How the course is assessed
The course is assessed by the 
production of portfolios of coursework

Exam Board
Edexcel
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Media Studies - AS & A Level

Media Studies is a demanding course which combines critical analysis of 
film, TV, magazines, websites and video games with written research skills 
and creative practical production (including filming, editing and website design.) 

The AS course enables you to explore a wide variety of media, including 
digital media technologies, drawing on the key concepts informing the study 
of the media: texts, industry and audiences. The course also encourages 
creative practical work to enable you to gain a greater appreciation of 
the media through your own production work and to develop your own 
production skills. At A2, you are given the opportunity to research a 
topic which will then form the basis for your practical production, thus 
encouraging you to create productions informed by an awareness of 
contemporary media issues.

We recommend you also take the NCFE in Interactive Media if you need 
support in developing your web design skills to complete Media practical 
assignments.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Media Studies

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels 
to include GCSE English at C or above. 

How the course is assessed
AS: 50% exam; 50% coursework 
A2: 50% exam; 50% coursework

Exam Board
WJEC

Other Information
To work in the Media, this course will 
not help you on its own! You will need 
to develop a portfolio of practical work 
and establish your own work experience 
links during the holidays. The majority 
of Media professionals are university 
graduates. 69% of people working in the 
Media have a degree and 44% of these 
are Media graduates. 

Maths - AS & A Level, GCSE

At BHASVIC we have a large Maths department with a proven record of 
success in enabling a diverse range of students to reach their full potential. 
We offer a rich extra-curricular programme including Maths Club, peer 
support, university preparation classes, support classes and trips. 

Students who take the GCSE are given the opportunity to make a fresh 
start, target areas they haven’t previously enjoyed and build confidence.

A level students study Pure Maths which develops mathematical skills 
whilst bringing about an understanding and appreciation of the nature of 
mathematical logic. Students are able to tailor the course to their personal 
interests through their choice of an applied option.

Double Maths is a growing aspect of our provision and is recommended  
for anyone who loves maths! This course gives students the opportunity  
to delve into exciting undergraduate topics such as complex numbers  
and differential equations. More and more universities prefer students 
applying for a degree in maths or a maths related subject to have  
studied Double Maths.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Maths, Double Maths (A 
level Maths and A level Further Maths 
over two years) AS Further Maths (AS 
Maths in year 1 followed by A2 Maths 
and AS Further Maths in year 2) and 
GCSE Maths.

Entry Requirements
A level: Usual entry requirements for AS 
levels to include a minimum of grade 
B at GCSE Maths GCSE: Usual entry 
requirements for GCSE to include a 
minimum of a grade E at GCSE Maths

How the course is assessed
AS and A2: 100% exam (June). Further 
Maths AS and A2: 100% exam (January 
and June) GCSE: 100% exam (January 
and June)

Exam Board
A level: Edexcel - GCSE: AQA

Other Information
You are strongly advised to retake 
GCSE Maths if you don’t already have a 
grade C. Success at A level Maths does 
require a lot of work outside lessons. 
However, if you enjoy algebra and 
solving problems you will find the course 
hugely rewarding.
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Music Theory / Popular Music - Grade 5 

These courses are strongly advised for students taking Music, AS or A2 
level and whose knowledge of Music Theory, in either the traditional or 
popular genre, is not yet at Grade 5 standard. 

A pass in Grade 5 Theory (ABRSM) is also a prerequisite for any 
student who wishes to take an ABRSM practical exam beyond Grade 5. 

For students who already have Grade 5 Theory, in either the Traditional 
or the Popular syllabus, instruction is also given in the higher theory 
grades, up to Grade 8 standard. 

This level of Theory is recognised as excellent training for any student 
wishing to study music or music technology in higher education and 
UCAS points are awarded for Theory grades 6 and above.

Key Facts
Courses Available
Associated Board of the Royal Schools 
of Music (ABRSM) Music Theory Grades 
1 to 8.

London College of Music (LCM) Popular 
Music Theory Grades 1 to 8.

Entry Requirements
Open Entry.

How the course is assessed
By external theory exam.

Exam Board
ABRSM and LCM

Other Information
Grade 5 Theory (in either syllabus) 
is recognised as a landmark musical 
achievement and is equivalent in 
standard to GCSE Music. 

Music - AS & A Level

This course is suitable for anyone who has a keen interest in creating 
and listening to different styles of music and who wishes to broaden their 
experience and deepen their understanding of both live and recorded music. 

The syllabus is divided into three components: performing, composing and 
listening, so students will have the opportunity to perform in any style, as a 
soloist or part of an ensemble, to compose and arrange music and to listen 
to and study a variety of acknowledged masters of both jazz and classical 
music. 

There are a number of musical groups in College, including Orchestra, Jazz 
Big Band, Chamber Ensembles, Rock Workshops and Choir and these 
groups perform regularly throughout the year. 

There are also many opportunities for trips to attend professional concerts 
and gigs and to see live music theatre. The music lessons on this course 
are structured so that each lesson contains a variety of musical activities 
and experiences and so stimulates interest and learning in every student.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Music

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS level to 
include GCSE Music at C or above or 
a pass at Grade 5 in a practical music 
exam. 

How the course is assessed
AS: 70% exam (40% Performing, 
30% Listening); 30% coursework 
(Composing)  
A2: 70% exam (40% Performing, 
30% Listening); 30% coursework 
(Composing)

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information
A Music Subsidy Scheme is available 
to all Music students to help offset the 
cost of instrumental and/or vocal music 
lessons and, in order to develop their 
performance skills. Please note there is 
a charge each academic year to cover 
costs of attending concerts and other 
appropriate performances.
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Personal Finance - IFS Intermediate Certificate Level 2

This one-year course will help equip you with the basic practical knowledge 
needed to help you become more financially independent. 

Using on-line resources prepared by the Institute of Financial Services, you 
will study a range of personal finance products such as credit agreements, 
foreign currency and bank accounts. You will understand how income tax is 
applied to earnings.

This course should prove equally valuable to both those who will seek 
employment after College and those who will go on to higher education.

Key Facts
Entry Requirements
The usual entry requirements for Level 
2 courses.

How the course is assessed
There will be on-line multiple choice 
tests for each of the two units studied.

Exam Board
IFS

What can I do with it?
The course will give an insight into 
personal finances and will help you 
understand the increasing sophistication 
of personal financial affairs. 

Performing Arts - AS & A Level

This vocational A level gives you an understanding of the Performing  
Arts industry, through performance and through the process of putting on  
a production. 

The course is vocational in nature which means that you will be studying 
units that will support your application to jobs and university entry. Your skills 
are developed through assignments linked to real life work scenarios, involving 
organising an event and taking on production and administration roles. 

This course will develop your skills in acting, improvisation, movement, 
singing, playing instruments, composing, devising plays and scriptwriting. 

Lessons take place in the Drama Studio, or the Music Rooms which are all 
well equipped. You will be expected to visit the theatre, or music concerts 
up to three times per year.

Key Facts
Courses Available
Applied AS and A level Performing Arts

Entry Requirements
Open Entry. English Language GCSE 
grade C preferred, otherwise you will be 
expected to retake English. You will also 
need a readiness to involve yourself 
in all practical work. Some previous 
experience in Music/Theatre or Dance is 
useful, although not essential.

How the course is assessed
AS: 66% Coursework, 33% Practical  
A2: 60% Coursework, 40% Practical

Exam Board
Edexcel

Other Information
You will need an interest in the 
performing arts and jobs related to the 
industry. You should be prepared to take 
part in all workshop activities and have 
an interest in developing as a rounded 
performer. Please note there is a charge 
each academic year to cover costs of 
attending concerts and theatre trips. 
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Philosophy - AS & A Level

The enjoyment of discussion and debate about topical matters is 
essential in Philosophy, whether the subject matter is the theory of 
knowledge, the value of art, the nature of morality or the desirability 
of living in a tolerant society. You must also be prepared to read and 
comment on philosophical texts in which the emphasis is on the 
examination of sometimes quite difficult concepts and ideas.

Philosophy is essentially the investigation of the world of ideas but you 
must be prepared to accept that answers to difficult questions are not 
always forthcoming and that philosophers will frequently fail to arrive at 
a settled view of things.

In your first year you will focus on four themes: what is the relationship 
between reason and experience, why we should be moral, what is the 
value of art and why should we be tolerant. In your second year you 
will further develop and deepen your knowledge and understanding of 
philosophy of mind, political philosophy, and study two philosophical 
texts in depth.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Philosophy. 

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels 
and GCSE English at B or above. 

How the course is assessed
AS: 100% exam  
A2 :100% exam

Exam Board
AQA

Other Information
You must be prepared to read relatively 
long and demanding texts as required 
for the topics under consideration and 
be prepared to put the necessary effort 
into producing carefully considered 
written responses to sometimes difficult 
questions concerning abstract concepts 
and ideas. 
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Photography - AS & A Level

The focus is on learning photographic processes that give you the skills to 
create individual, expressive work. This covers black and white photography 
which is darkroom based and digital techniques using PCs and Photoshop 
CS3 software.

Learning to use traditional and digital SLR cameras helps you to develop 
technical skills alongside creative and expressive ways of working and 
prepares you for further study and employment in the photographic and 
creative industry. The Visual Arts team are all highly professional specialists 
and many practise and exhibit their work.

The first year of the course builds knowledge, understanding and skills; the 
second year becomes more focused on you and the development of your 
personal ideas. Visits to exhibitions locally and in London form a vital part of 
the course.

Owning your own Digital SLR camera would be a big advantage.  
We recommend that you buy your own Digital SLR for the start of the  
AS course.

This course provides you with the essential skills needed to progress into 
a career path within the creative industries and also provides a suitable 
Advanced Level course for other career routes. A charge is made for 
materials and students will need to pay for some digital printing. You need to 
be open minded and experimental in your approach and enjoy coursework, 
taking photographs within the studio context or out in the environment and 
have good time-management skills. 

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Photography 

Entry Requirements
Usual entry for AS levels. Open entry 
– experience of using a camera and a 
passion for shooting photographs will 
be an advantage. Priority will be given 
to students who apply early and whose 
career would benefit from studying 
Photography. 

How the course is assessed
AS: 50% coursework: 50% exam  
A2: 50% coursework: 50% exam (A2 
also includes a 3000 word Photography 
based written contextual/personal study)

Exam Board
AQA

Physics - AS & A Level

Physics leads into many careers, including engineering, medical physics, 
product design, computer technology, physics research and teaching. 

The AS course features three assessed units: Physics On the Go 
(mechanics and materials), Physics at Work (waves, electricity and the 
nature of light) and Exploring Physics, an experiment based on a case 
study of an application of physics. 

In the second year the units are: Physics on the Move (electric and 
magnetic fields and particle physics), Physics from Creation to Collapse 
(nuclear decay, astrophysics and cosmology) and Experimental Physics. 

There is a substantial practical element to the course and we have a well 
resourced laboratory to give you confidence in practical work. For those 
interested in a degree in Physics, we have a range of extension materials 
and we regularly enter students for the British Physics Olympiad. 

Assessment at AS and A level is by two written examinations (80%) and 
one practical report (20%). Please note that we strongly recommend A level 
Maths (mechanics option) alongside Physics.

To do well in Physics you must have confidence in your mathematical skills 
and be prepared to study hard outside lessons. We will supply you with a 
‘bridging course’ book before you start to help you make the transition from 
GCSE to AS level. 

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Physics

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels, 
to include: B grade in GCSE Maths;C 
grades (Higher Tier) in two GCSE 
Sciences, including either Physics 
or Additional Science (not Additional 
Applied Science). However, you should 
try to achieve at least B grades in 
science if you want to do well on this 
course.

How the course is assessed
AS: 80% theory exam; 20% practical 
assessment 
A2: 80% theory exam; 20% practical 
assessment

Exam Board
Edexcel
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Psychology - AS & A Level

Psychology is the study of the human mind and behaviour and seeks to 
understand and explain why people act and think as they do. 

AS topics include obedience, the treatment of mental disorders, stress 
and memory whilst at A2 the Psychology of addiction, sleep disorders, 
aggression and depression are studied. 

Psychology at BHASVIC is a partly practical course that involves students 
participating in experiments and carrying out their own research in order to 
understand what Psychology is all about. 

An ability to be able to apply learning to real life situations and scenarios is 
essential as is the ability to formulate your ideas and research into writing. 

Lessons include class debate of issues which means the expression of 
your own opinion and ideas is essential for full involvement in the subject. 
Practical activities as a whole class, in small groups or individually are carried 
out and independent work and research is an essential part of the course.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Psychology

Entry Requirements
A grade C in Maths and English are 
essential.

How the course is assessed
AS and A level are 100% exam based 
but experiments and research need to 
be carried out individually in order to be 
able to sit the exams.

Exam Board
AQA

Other Information
To study Psychology you should have an 
enquiring mind and want to find out what 
makes people tick. You should also be 
willing to take part in experiments and 
investigations and be prepared to carry 
out your own on other people. 

Politics - AS & A Level

What is politics? What is a coalition government and how will it work? Why 
does a celebrity chef have more influence than a million people marching 
through London?

As well as considering questions such as these this course will help you 
understand the power of government, the role and ideas of people and the 
main political parties, and the work and power of Parliament. 

In the AS course you will mainly study the working of the UK political 
system, though due to the role of the UK in international politics, there will 
inevitably be consideration of some European and global issues. 

A willingness to read newspaper articles and book extracts is expected 
and there will be opportunities for internet research. Lessons are mainly 
discussion based where you will have the opportunity to put forward your 
own ideas on politics and current issues. 

Assessment is wholly exam based. 

In the A2 year you will compare the UK system with the US political system 
or look in depth at political views in the political ideology option. 

Some visits and visiting speakers are an essential part of the course.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Government and Politics

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels 
to include GCSE English at C or above.

How the course is assessed
AS: 100% exam  
A2: 100% exam

Exam Board
AQA

Other Information
To study Politics you will have an interest 
in discovering how the English political 
system works, who is involved in it and 
in current affairs. You will be interested 
in learning about your individual rights 
and human rights issues.
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Twenty First Century Science is a single science GCSE qualification aimed 
at students who enjoy science and need to make sense of it in their everyday 
lives but who do not necessarily see themselves as future scientists.

The course presents many of the major theories of science through nine 
different contemporary topics. To help you respond to science-related issues 
in the news and everyday situations, you will learn how to make judgments 
about the quality of scientific evidence, correlation and cause, and how the 
scientific community works.

The GCSE Science course prepares you to deal with issues such as making 
decisions about vaccinations, air quality, and mobile phone safety.

In lessons you will work individually, in small groups or as a whole class, 
sometimes using interactive web-based material or analysing evidence and 
drawing conclusions.

You will also take part in discussions and debates to form opinions about the 
ethical and social implications of science today.

Key Facts
Courses Available
GCSE Twenty First Century Science

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for entry to 
Level 2 courses to include a D grade in 
GCSE Science.

How the course is assessed
75% exam; 25% coursework

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information
This GCSE Science course covers 
basic principles of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics. It is a good basic science 
course but will not be sufficient to qualify 
you for AS level sciences later. 
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Spanish - AS & A Level

If you are interested in languages, the business world, in travel or tourism, 
or in journalism and the media, this is for you. 

You will learn to read, listen to and understand texts from a variety of media 
sources, to present information, opinions and arguments both orally and on 
paper on a wide range of subjects such as travel, holidays, transport, the 
media, the arts, sports and pastimes, the world of work and law and order, 
social issues, technology and science, politics and the environment. 

Throughout the two years you will spend at least one lesson every week in 
our multi-media Language Centre, with further individual study in the Centre 
being an integral part of the course. 

You will also be timetabled for 30-minute conversation sessions with a 
Spanish Assistant in small groups to help you with your speaking skills. 

There is a work experience trip during the February half term holiday.  

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Spanish 

Entry Requirements
B in GCSE Spanish.

How the course is assessed
AS and A level: 30% speaking;  
70% listening, reading and writing

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information
To study a language you should have 
an interest in other cultures and ways 
of life. You will be given plenty of 
opportunities for independent work, with 
support to broaden your knowledge. 

Sociology - AS & A Level

Want to understand British society today? To understand the factors that 
shape us as individuals? To explore how society is changing? 

Sociology is a subject that explores theories and research on society, its 
social institutions and their impact on individuals. At AS level your first focus 
is on the social influences that create us as individuals - how age, gender, 
ethnicity and social class help build our identity. 

You will also explore how Sociologists go about researching these areas 
and what methods they use. You then explore one topic (the family) in depth. 

At A2 you study two further papers one on ‘crime and deviance’ and 
the other on ‘inequality and difference’ – where you will study the social 
inequalities in Britain today and will evaluate in more detail some of the 
most influential sociological theories. 

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Sociology

Entry Requirements
The usual entry requirements for Level 2 
courses. You must be prepared to work 
hard to meet coursework deadlines.

How the course is assessed
The course is 100% examined over 4 
papers – one of which uses pre-released 
material that you will study in class

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information

We try to use a wide variety of different 
learning approaches and activities in 
Sociology and our classes are a real 
mixture of people – males and females, 
the quiet and the confident, those with 
strong opinions about society and those 
who are unsure. 
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Spanish - NVQ Level 1

Spanish Level 1 is a one-year course over three lessons per week for those 
with little or no previous experience of the language. 

It covers elementary Spanish in a vocational context, particularly Travel and 
Tourism and basic business transactions such as making phone calls and 
sending e-mails. Some of the topics covered include social conversations, 
ordering a meal in a restaurant, dealing with hotel bookings and travelling 
by train and plane. 

You will gain certification in Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. This 
is a valuable qualification for career development, especially for students 
who do not have a pass in a language at GCSE. 

Students must be prepared to work in a co-operative way as many 
assessments require work to be done in pairs or larger groups.

There is continuous assessment based on the evidence that students put 
into their portfolio. There is no final exam.

Key Facts
Courses Available
NVQ Spanish

Entry Requirements
Open entry.

How the course is assessed
There will be assessments in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.

Exam Board
OCR

What can I do with it?
You can go on studying at GCSE level 
and use it while on holiday in the country! 
In addition to this many Universities 
highly value languages for entry on a 
wide variety of courses. Employers also 
see having a skill in speaking a foreign 
language as a significant asset. 

Other Information
To study a language you should have an 
interest in other cultures and ways of life. 
There are three lessons a week, at least 
one of which will be in the Language 
Centre to practise speaking and listening 
skills. No extra work will be required. The  
course will be completed during your lessons.  
You will get a Certificate for each skill. 

Spanish - NVQ Level 2 

Spanish Level 2 is fast track development of the four skills (reading / 
listening / writing / speaking) from elementary to Level 2 in a variety 
of vocational contexts and everyday work situations such as travel, 
accommodation and product orders.

This is a one-year course over four lessons per week, at least one of which 
will be in the Language Centre to practise listening skills. You will also have 
a 20 minute session with a foreign language assistant in small groups to 
help you with your speaking skills.

You will gain certification in speaking, listening reading and writing. This is a 
valuable qualification for career development. Students must be prepared to 
work in a co-operative way as many assessments require work to be done 
in pairs or larger groups.

There is continuous assessment based on the evidence that students put 
into their portfolio. There is no final exam.

Key Facts
Courses Available
NVQ Spanish

Entry Requirements
2 grades D and 3 Es at GCSE. A good 
level of linguistic ability shown through 
Grade C in another language at GCSE 
will help.

How the course is assessed
There will be assessments in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.

Exam Board 
OCR

Other Information
To study a language you should have 
an interest in other cultures and ways 
of life. If you have little or no previous 
experience of the language, please refer 
to NVQ Level 1.



98  www.bhasvic.ac.uk • 01273 552200 www.bhasvic.ac.uk • 01273 552200  99

Sp
or

t a
nd

 P
hy

si
ca

l E
du

ca
tio

n Sport and Physical Education

Sport and Physical Education 
For Advanced 2 year courses please see the table on page 99 

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science 
This is an academically challenging course, but an excellent preparation for  
students progressing to Higher Education in sport science, teaching 
physiotherapy etc. There are research units as well as nutrition and  
fitness testing units.  See table opposite for details.

BTEC Level 3 National Subsidiary Diploma in Sport 
Equivalent to an A level, the course is a good foundation for those wanting 
to work in the sports industry (particularly a coaching environment) or some 
higher education courses. See table opposite for details.

Physical Education – AS & A Level
Includes study of physiology, psychology and socio-cultural aspects 
Candidates are also examined in two practical activities. 
See table opposite for details.

BTEC Level 3 National Subsidiary Diploma in Sport - 1 Year Course
This is an excellent course for BHASVIC students who wish to progress  
from the BTEC Level 2 Diploma. It is also available to students who wish  
to stay at BHASVIC for just one year, or to students on the second year of  
a Level 3 programme. 
This course is ideal for anyone who has a keen interest in sport, and prefers 
coursework to examinations. You will cover areas such as coaching, practical 
sports, and sporting anatomy and physiology. It is a good foundation for those 
wanting to work in the sports industry (particularly a coaching environment) 
or some higher education courses.

Key Facts
BTEC Sport - Level 3 
Entry Requirements: 
Usual entry requirements for AS levels.

What sort of course is it?

Will the style of 
assessment suit me?

What entry qualifications  
will I need?

Further notes

Qualification after 2 years

Qualification if I stop  
after 1 year

A double course, with 
central science elements.  
An excellent foundation for 
Sports Science and other 
sport-related degrees.
Entirely assessed by 
coursework
• �Usual entry requirements 

for AS levels
• �A science GCSE at C or 

above (with biology as a 
strength)

•� �Preferably GCSE Maths  
at C or above

• �Preferably GCSE PE  
at C or above

• �BTEC National Diploma in 
Sports & Exercise Science

• Equivalent to 2 A levels
• �BTEC National Diploma in 

Sports Science
• �In the 1st Year you achieve 

Subsidiary Diploma
• Equivalent to 1 A level

Learning is orientated  
around practical applications 
such as coaching, training, 
fitness etc.

Entirely assessed by 
coursework
• �Usual entry requirements  

for AS levels

This is a good option if you 
see yourself as a coach in 
the future
• �National Subsidiary Diploma   

in Sport
• Equivalent to 1 A level
• National Certificate in Sport
• Equivalent to 1 AS level

Learning is  
mainly theoretical

Mostly assessed by exam 
(20% practical & 20% coursework) 

• �Preferably at least a C in 
the GCSE PE theory paper 
(if taken)

• �A science GCSE at C or 
above

• �Preferably GCSE English  
at C or above

• �Usual entry requirements 
for AS levels

A level Physical Education

AS level Physical Education

BTEC National Diploma in  
Sports & Exercise Science

National Subsidiary  
Diploma in Sport PE A Level

Sport and Physical Education - Advanced 2 Year Courses 
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Sport and Physical Education

Key Facts
BTEC Sport - Level 2
Entry Requirements:
2 grade Ds and 3 Es at GCSE. 

Level 2 Fitness (Gym) Instructor
Entry Requirements: 
Usual entry requirements for AS levels. 
To be taken alongside an academic 
course.

Exercise And Nutrition (Level 2)
To be taken alongside an academic 
course.Sp
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BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Sport
This one-year course will provide you with a BTEC level 2 Diploma  in Sport 
which is broadly equivalent to four GCSEs. Alongside this you will also 
take two other subjects at GCSE or Level 2. After one year you can either 
seek employment, or stay on in College for a second year to take more 
vocational or academic subjects at Level 3 before going on to employment 
or applying to university.

Fitness: Gym Instructor (Gym Based Exercise) Level 2
This one-year programme qualifies you to gain employment as a fitness 
instructor. An interest in the fitness industry and familiarity with a gym 
environment is essential. The course focuses on anatomy and physiology, 
principles of training (which are examined) and also requires you to plan, 
deliver and evaluate a gym session, so practical application is essential.
This course is only available alongside an appropriate full-time Level 3 programme 
usually within the second year of study.

Exercise and Nutrition - Level 2 NCFE
This course enables you to understand the concept of health and wellbeing, 
underlining the positive effects of exercise, understand the nutritional 
requirements for various exercises and implement an exercise plan with  
the appropriate nutritional requirements. 
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Netball Development
This one-year course allows you to develop your own personal 
performance in netball, no matter what your ability, whilst also developing 
your knowledge and understanding of the game. It also aims to develop 
confidence in umpiring and coaching, working in conjunction with the Level 
2 Award in Coaching Studies.

Racquets Development
Improve your personal performance and coaching in a range of racquet 
sports. You will also gain the Level 2 Award in Coaching Studies.

Rugby Development
This will mainly consist of practical sessions led by qualified instructors. 
Students will have the option of gaining a refereeing Level 1 qualification 
and can be recommended for the Level 1 RFU coaching award. Students 
will take part in theory lessons learning to analyse performance, develop 
coaching skills and understand how to follow safe practices in coaching. 
In addition to the theory, students will take part in practical sessions where 
they will develop their own skills as well as learn to coach effective rugby 
sessions themselves.

Key Facts
Football Development
Entry Requirements: 
To be taken alongside an academic course

Basketball Development
Entry Requirements: 
To be taken alongside an academic course

Cricket Development
Entry Requirements: 
To be taken alongside an academic course

Racquets Development
Entry Requirements: 
To be taken alongside an academic course

Netball Development
Entry Requirements: 
To be taken alongside an academic course

Rugby Development
Entry Requirements: 
To be taken alongside an academic course 
Students should play or have played at 
club level.

Sports Development Courses

Football Development
Students who choose to enrol on the Football Development course will work 
towards their FA Level 1 Certificate in Coaching Football, along with a Level 
2 qualification in Coaching Studies. 

The Football Development course is a practical course where students 
learn to manage and deliver effective coaching sessions to children. 

The qualification also includes an FA Emergency Aid Award and a Child 
Protection Workshop. 

Basketball Development
This course is run in conjunction with the founder of Brighton and Hove 
Bears. You will have practical sessions led by qualified coaches and also study 
theory to gain awards in Level 1 Basketball and Level 2 awards in Coaching 
Studies and First Aid.

Cricket Development
This course includes improving personal performance and coaching at 
Sussex County Cricket Club. 

You will spend two hours per week in practical sessions led by qualified 
coaches. You will also gain the Level 2 Award in Coaching Studies.

            �BHASVIC has many experienced 
�teachers who will always offer 
further help outside of lessons.

It is very easy to meet new people and
make new friends. Staff have been 
extremely supportive with my rugby 
career and I am enjoying competing at 
international level representing British 
Colleges. After BHASVIC I would like  
to go to university and hopefully have
a professional rugby career.

Charlie Watts - 
Blatchington Mill
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Textile Art - AS & A Level

This is a Textile Art course with the emphasis on the expressive and 
experimental aspects of the Textiles medium. You study the processes, 
skills, concepts and ideas associated with Textile Arts and Design.

You explore the expressive and creative use of materials to produce 
individual art and craft items. This course does not include traditional 
garment-making/pattern cutting. You are however able to explore the design 
and making of concept garments.

Traditional and contemporary techniques are explored, including block 
printing, batik, felt making, hand-dyeing and weaving, use of the PC 
and Photoshop software to manipulate and create designs and creative 
outcomes and other ‘constructed’ processes.

The Visual Arts team are all highly professional specialists and many 
practise and exhibit their work. Projects will introduce new skills and 
encourage independence, self-expression and inventiveness.

The first year of the course builds knowledge, understanding and skills; the 
second year becomes more focused on you and the development of your 
personal ideas.

This course provides you with the essential skills needed to progress into 
a career path within the textiles and creative industries; it also provides a 
suitable Advanced Level course for other career routes.

An annual charge is made for materials.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Textile Art

Entry Requirements
Usual entry for AS levels. Open 
entry - GCSE in Art or Design Tech 
recommended or other experience of Art 
and Design work.

How the course is assessed
AS: 50% coursework: 50% exam  
A2: 50% coursework: 50% exam (A2 
also includes a Textile Art based 3000 
word written contextual/personal study)

Exam Board
AQA

Other Information
You need to be open minded and 
experimental in your approach to art 
and design to really enjoy this course. 
You need to enjoy coursework and 
making artefacts and have good time 
management skills. The course is 
expressive & experimental rather than 
design technology focussed. We cover 
a broad range of techniques and craft 
processes. 
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Travel and Tourism - AS & A Level

Topics include a study of the travel and tourism industry in the UK 
and overseas. You will be researching issues to do with the appeal of 
destinations, the economic effects which tourism has on those destinations 
and analysis of popularity trends. 

You will learn about working in a service industry and will acquire some of 
the skills required for the sector. In the second year of the course you will 
manage an event covering many business skills, e.g. marketing, financial 
management. You may also have to research and run your own guided tour. 

This course involves a combination of coursework and external 
assessment. The course is taught through a combination of theory and 
practical lessons with the opportunity to work collaboratively in research. 
Class discussion and presentations will form part of the course. 

You will develop your writing skills throughout the course and become 
confident in dealing with people. Residential trips are an integral and 
exciting part of the course. In the past, trips have included visits to 
Disneyland Paris, Prague, Amsterdam and New York City as well as visits to 
local attractions.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Travel and Tourism

Entry Requirements
Usual entry requirements for AS levels

How the course is assessed
AS: 1 examined unit and 2 portfolio 
assignments  
A2: 1 examined unit and 2 portfolio 
assignments

Exam Board
OCR

Other Information
This course is suitable for anyone with 
an interest in working with people, 
travelling or environmental impact 
issues. You should enjoy researching 
material on travel destinations from a 
variety of sources. This subject covers 
a broad range of issues in domestic and 
international tourism management. 

Theatre Studies - AS & A Level

You will study the ideas and plays of different playwrights through practical 
exploration in workshops. You will stage mini performances of the texts in 
College and in class.

Through this practical exploration you will learn about different practitioners 
who have influenced theatre. The practical element of the course involves 
you performing a monologue or a duologue to an external examiner. In 
addition to this you will experience the rehearsal process in your own 
teacher-directed performance on a text that is suitable for the group; as well 
as devising your own project in A2.

Through this process you will develop vocal and physical skills and learn 
about characterisation and how to communicate with an audience. You will 
visit the theatre up to four times in both the AS year and A2 year.

Lessons take place in the Drama Studio, a well-equipped, intimate 
auditorium with tiered seating and a range of stage lighting.

Key Facts
Courses Available
AS and A level Drama and Theatre 
Studies

Entry Requirements
The general entry requirements for 
studying at Advanced Level apply, and 
must include a minimum of grade C 
in English GCSE. You will also need 
a readiness to involve yourself in all 
practical work.

How the course is assessed
AS: 40% Coursework, 60% Practical  
A2: 45% Devising and coursework,  
55% Exam

Exam Board
Edexcel

Other Information
Many Theatre Studies students study 
English alongside. You will study plays 
in both and they complement each 
other. Drama can help your personal 
development, confidence and social skills. 

Please note there is a charge each 
academic year to cover costs of theatre 
trips.  



108  www.bhasvic.ac.uk • 01273 552200 www.bhasvic.ac.uk • 01273 552200  109

G
eneral Index

Welcome	
	 A warm welcome from The Principal, Chris Thomson	 1

Why Choose BHASVIC?	
	 Why Choose BHASVIC?	 2
	 Academic Success at BHASVIC 	 4
	 Extended Projects 	 5

Academic Excellence	
	 Academic Excellence	 6

Education for Life - E4L
	 Education for Life - E4L    	 9
	 After BHASVIC – Where Next? 	 10
	 Student Services 	 12

A Welcome for you at BHASVIC
	 A Welcome for you at BHASVIC	 14
	 Learning Support 	 15

Extensive Enrichment
	 The Student Union 	 17
	 Creative Arts at BHASVIC 	 19
	 Performing Arts 	 20
	 Playing Sport 	 21
	 Trips/Enrichment Courses 	 22
	 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 	 24

Beacon Status
	 Beacon Status	 26

Entry Guidelines
	 Charges and Assistance	 28
	 Entry Guidelines	 30

How to Apply
	 Applying to BHASVIC	 32
	 Students at Brighton 11-16 Schools	 33
	 Students at all Other Schools in the UK	 33
	 Students from Outside the UK	 33
	 After Applying	 34

Subjects and Courses
	 Subjects and Courses Overview	 36
	 The AQA Baccalaureate @ BHASVIC	 38 
	 Subjects and Courses (in alphabetical order)	 40 - 107

Subject Index
	 Subject Index (in alphabetical order)	 110 - 112

G
en

er
al

 In
de

x



110  www.bhasvic.ac.uk • 01273 552200 www.bhasvic.ac.uk • 01273 552200  111

Subject IndexSu
bj

ec
t I

nd
ex Listed on the following pages are all the subjects on offer at BHASVIC 	 Level	 Page Subject	 Qualification	 1	 2	 3	 No.

A

B

C

E

D

F

G

H

I

L

M

	 Level	 Page Subject	 Qualification	 1	 2	 3	 No.
AQA Baccalaureate + Extended Projects	 AS/A					     38

Accounting 	 AS/A			   •		 40

Archaeology	 AS/A			   •		 41

Art, Fine Art 	 AS/A			   •		 42

Biology 	 AS/A			   •		 43

British Sign Language	 CACDP	 •				   45

Business Studies 	 AS/A			   •		 46

Business Vocational 	 OCR National Diploma		  •	 •		 47 - 48

Chemistry	 AS/A			   •		 49

Classical Civilisation	 AS/A			   •		 50

Communication and Culture	 AS/A			   •		 51

Computing	 AS/A			   •		 52

Critical Thinking	 AS			   •		 53

Dance	 AS/A			   •		 54

Economics	 AS/A			   •		 56

English	 GCSE		  •			  57

English Language & Literature	 AS/A			   •		 58

English For Speakers Of Other Languages	 IELTS, Skills for Life	 •	 •			  60

Environmental Studies	 AS/A			   •		 62

•Film Studies	 AS/A					     63

French	 AS/A			   •		 64

Geography	 AS/A			   •		 66

German	 AS/A			   •		 67

Health & Social Care 	 AS/A, BTEC			   •		 68 - 69

History 	 AS/A			   •		 70

Humanities	 GCSE		  •			  71

Information & Communications	 BTEC		  	 •		 72 

ICT	 AS/A			   •		 73

ICT	 OCR National Certificate		  •			  74

i-Media	 NCFE		  •	 •		 75

Italian	 NVQ	 •		  		  76

Law	 AS/A		  	 •		 77

Law (Applied)	 BTEC		  	 •		 79

Mathematics 	 AS/A		  	 •		 80

Mathematics (Double) 	 AS/A		  	 •		 80

Mathematics	 GCSE		  •			  80

Media Studies	 AS/A 		  	 •		 81

Music 	 AS/A		  	 •		 82

Music Theory	 BTEC		  	 •		 83

•
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	 Level	 Page Subject	 Qualification	 1	 2	 3	 No.
•Performing Arts	 AS/A					     84

Personal Finance	 IFS		  •			   85

Philosophy	 AS/A		  	 •		 86

Photography	 AS/A		  	 •		 88

Physics	 AS/A		  	 •		 89

Politics	 AS/A		  	 •		 90

Psychology	 AS/A		  	 •		 91

Science  	 GCSE		  •			  92

Sociology	 AS/A		  	 •		 94

Spanish 	 AS/A , NVQ	 •	 •	 •		 95 - 97

Sport 	 BTEC			   •		 98

Sport	 One-year BTEC			   •		 98

Sport – Physical Education	 AS/A			   •		 98

Sport – Fitness: Gym Instructor	 YMCA		  •			   101 

Sport – Exercise & Nutrition	 NCFE		  •			   101

Sports Development Courses	 NVQ		  •		          102 - 103

Textile Art	 AS/A		  	 •		 105 

Theatre Studies	 AS/A		  	 •		 106

Travel and Tourism	 AS/A		  	 •		 107



Design & Print: �2M Creative  www.2mcreative.co.uk

C
ontact Inform

ation

Contact Information

Clifton Gardens

Dyke 
Road Park

A270 Old Shoreham Road

New England Rd

A259 King’s Road

A259 King’s Road

Davigdor Road Buckingham 
N

orth St

Dyke 

A2
01

0 
W

es
t S

tre
et

A2
01

0 
Q

ue
en

’s
 R

oa
d

M
on

tp
el

ie
r R

d

Road

Dyke Road

A23 Preston Road

St
an

for
d A

ve

Beaconsfield R
dBHASVIC

Brighton 
Train Station

Brighton 
Pier

St Ann’s 
Well Garden

Pl

How to find us

Brighton Hove & Sussex Sixth Form College 
205 Dyke Road, Hove BN3 6EG

General Enquires: 

Telephone: 01273 552200

Fax: 01273 563139

Website: www.bhasvic.ac.uk

Email: info@bhasvic.ac.uk

Admission Enquires: 

Admissions/Schools Liaison Manager: Denise Mansfield

Admissions Direct line: 01273 859810

Admissions Email: admissions@bhasvic.ac.uk

Principal: Chris Thomson

Vice Principal: Sally Bromley 

Open Evenings
we look forward to seeing you

Wednesday 9th November: 18:30 – 21:00
Thursday 10th November: 16:30 – 19:30
Please take a look at our website for more details about courses and other events • www.bhasvic.ac.uk All contents copyright 2011 BHASVIC. 

All contents correct at time of going to press. The College reserves the right to amend 
any aspect of its course provision without prior notice.
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