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1. Student Finance

This will open soon -
Apply online for
student finance -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Make sure you
register and create
an account.

The process can take
a little while and the
deadline is in May.

You will need your NI
number.

@7 GOV.UK

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need todo

Part of
Get undergraduate student finance: step by step

Student finance

Contents

— Overview

— New fulltime students

— Continuing full-time students

— Parttime students
— EU students

— Extra help

— Eligibility

— Apply

New full-time students

You can apply for a Tuition Fee Loan and Maintenance Loan if your course
starts on or after 1 August 2016.

Hide message

Part of

Get undergraduate student
finance: step by step

Show all
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2. UCAS Extra

Available from 25/02/26

Why you might use it

How to access 1000s of UCAS
courses still available
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Why use UCAS Extra?

UCAS Extra gives the option to access 1000s of
courses still available at Universities

You're eligible for Extra if you've used all five choices in
your application and you're not holding any offers. This
means that all your choices must be either unsuccessful,
you've declined any offers or cancelled any choices you
have not received decisions for.




CASET

Course type and year

Go to UCAS

Extra and use
the search =) & G

tool, use

ilters to show

[ ]
courses with o) (e
° PG Certificates or Diplomas Higher Technical Qualifications Other qualifications

Course vacancies

Distance learning



https://digital.ucas.com/search
https://digital.ucas.com/search
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How will | know if | am eligible to

use Extra?
In the ‘Your choices’ section of Track the option
to ‘Add an Extra choice’ will become available.

Do | have to pay an additional fee to
use Extra?

No — providing you are definitely eligible for Extra, i.e.
you've already used all fivedchoices, you would have
pai
all you needed to when you submitted your application.
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Universities will decide what courses are available for
Extra.

They can open courses for Extra so you can apply.

Universities should decide within 21 days whether to offer
you a place through Extra. After this you can decide to
wait or reapply for a course elsewhere.

You must reply to any offers by the date given in Track
otherwise you are automatically declined.

You cannot change your personal statement if changing
subject choice.
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In addition...

Don’t be afraid to ring universities and ask them
about their entry requirements if you are interested
in a course they are offering.

Also, remember your A level subjects might well fit’
even if you think they might not.

Falmouth University will consider applications to
creative degrees such as photogfraph?( and media
without a visual arts / media /film A level. Other
universities will do the same.

If in doubt — ask them.



UC/\S 3. Firm & Insure

* If you met the January deadline UCAS asks universities to
get out all their offers and rejections by 13 May 2026

* You have to wait until all your choices have replied, either
with an unconditional offer, a conditional offer or a
rejection. (You can withdraw a choice).

e UCAS: 3 June 2026 — Reply deadline for offers If you
received all your decisions by 13 May, this is the deadline to
reply to your offers. Accept your firm and insurance choices
by 6pm (UK time) or risk losing your place.

 Ucas deadlines and key application dates - The Uni Guide



https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/ucas-application/ucas-deadlines-key-application-dates
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/ucas-application/ucas-deadlines-key-application-dates
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UC/\S 3. Firm & Insure

« Things that might be helpful to know
+ You will be accepted automatically to your firm choice on results day if
you meet the offer
+ |f you don’t meet the grades you will revert to your insurance choice

* You can change your mind and apply elsewhere/accept your insurance
but you will need to ask your firm offer to release you first. This means
contacting them and can take some time depending on the uni.



UC/\S 3. Firm & Insure

Making your firm choice: top tips

%

Revisiting course and university options, especially if it's been a while since you sent off
your UCAS form.

Re-familiarise yourself with the course description and modules on offer.
Have you been able to visit the university or the city?

If you meet the conditions of your firm offer, then the place is yours; so make sure you're
100% happy with the course at this university. Don't just choose the course with the
highest entry requirements out of all the offers you've received.

Is the offer achievable?

Is the offer flexible? While in theory you'll only secure the place if you meet your offer, in
practice, some universities will still accept ‘near-miss’ applicants.

And if in doubt... Don't be afraid to ask the universities themselves!



UC/\S 3. Firm & Insure

Making your insurance choice: top tips

%

Your insurance choice should normally be a lower grade offer (but sometimes you might
do higher if your firm choice has given you a very good offer below your predicted trades
anyway).

There is no swapping between your firm and insurance once the decision is made
Only put down an insurance choice if you'd be happy to go there.

If you have an insurance offer that you later decide you don't like, it could delay your
chance of finding something that you would prefer through Clearing.

Keep in mind that your insurance choice might not be able to guarantee you
accommodation, so you may have to find alternative student accommodation if you end
up going there.

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO MAKE AN INSURANCE CHOICE



UC/\S 3. Firm & Insure

Once you have made your firm (and insurance choice)

+ All your other offers
disappear.

+ You cannot change your
mind so do it carefully (on
a laptop maybe not your
phone!)




UC/\S 4. Late applications

Changed your mind - want to make a late application?
Yes, you can still do it!

We nheed:

1. To know you are applying — please contact your tutor
2. To check your reference is ready to go

3. Check your UCAS form is correct and ready

4. We can also check your personal statement

If you are thinking of making a late application, we
would also suggest you use the search on UCAS Extra or
contact universities to check they still have spaces on
the courses you wish to apply for.



UC /\S 5. Deferring

To defer or not to defer?
And ask unis if you can defer..don't tell them!

If you have already received an offer fo
Autumn 2026 - you will need to write/c

choices asklng if you can now switch to a deferre'
offer (2027)

Unis can say ‘no’ as the initial offer was based on a
2026 start.

Of course, in the end, if unis say ‘no’ and you really

want a ‘gap year’ then you can just decline offers and
re-apply (which is my next note) — but I'd definitely
not make such a decision yet.




UC/\S 6. Applying as an
ex-student
Taking a gap year and applying as an ex-

student?

Every year around 300-350 ex-students
apply through BHASVIC to university.

Many after just one year off, some after 3 or
4 - even 10 years.
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All you really need to know is........

- We update and check your reference
« We check your UCAS form

« We can check your personal statement if
you would like

« IMPORTANT:*Apply before Xmas*




STUDENTS _g PARENTS & CARERS ~ EX-STUDENTS  CALENDAR
ADMISSIONS. COURSES ~ STUDENTUFE  NEWS  EVENINGCOURSES  CONTACTUS

BBBBBBB

PPPPP

Information is on

our college website. BHASVIC

There are always
lots of resources \
and help as well as o _

contact details.

Important is the
instructions of how
to register for UCAS.
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/7. DSA

+ You may well be
entitled to DSA.

+ This is useful to
explore.

Are YOU eligible

for extra funding? \g&=

You don’t have to think of yourself as disabled to be eligible for Disabled
Students’ Allowances (DSAs).

If you are a UK student and have a disability, long term health condition
or specific learning difference you may be eligible for Government
funding, which can pay towards the cost of software, hardware and study
support.

ADHD » ANOREXIA « ANXIETY « AUTISM
BI-POLAR « CANCER * CHRONIC FATIGUE

CROHN’S DISEASE * DEPRESSION » DIABETES
DYSLEXIA « EATING DISORDER + EPILEPSY
FIBROMYALGIA ¢ IBS » MIGRAINES

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS » SPINA BIFIDA
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFERENCE * TINNITUS

VISUAL AND HEARING IMPAIRMENT and more

To apply for DSAs, go to https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-
allowances-dsas

To find out more about DSAs, or for support completing an
application, contact the Sussex Regional Access Centre

Phone 01273 678497
Email srac@sussex.ac.uk Website www.sussex.ac.uk

The DSA Claim It Campaign is supported by:

@« NADP2 (o  AbilityNet
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8. University Bursary Information

+ Before you firm and insure if you are WP, a young
carer, care experienced or have access to a
BHASVIC bursary you might want to check out the
bursaries unis offer.

Bursaries, DSA & Scholarships

Nikki Fabry
Guidance Manager

This page contains information about Links to contextual info pages for some of our most popular unis. Check out the
Widening Participation, Contextual offers as sometimes you need to complete an activity/form and register to gain a
Offers, Bursaries & Scholarships - all of contextual offer.

which can make a huge difference to

any university application. @ All Access AUB — AUB — Arts
University Bournemouth

Discover Bath - University of

@ ‘www.birmingham.ac.uk
Bath

Please see our separate page on
Student Finance.

® ::‘Ch‘:-::::’y'5°‘"“e"‘°“‘“ @ blogsbrightonacuk @ wwwhristol.acuk

UCAS Bitesize 3 WP Contextual Offers Bursaries
Scholarship 25-26

@ Discover Bristol @ www.cardiff.ac.uk @ www.duracuk

Exeter Scholars | Exeter

5 BHASVIC Contextual Offers WP and Care- @ www.edgehill.ac.uk @ paemieaslonie: rnsre

~ experienced schemes 25-26

@ www.lancaster.ac.uk



https://bhasvic.sharepoint.com/sites/BHA_Subjects_TUT/SitePages/Bursaries,-DSA-&-Scholarships.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=ODkccK&CID=92bd3c89-7afc-4bdc-9d1b-995eda0862d0

UC/S s. il goes wrong....

+ Increasingly we have supported students who feel they
have made the wrong choice.

+ Wrong subject choice at the right uni - talk to the uni and
they may well be able to change your course

+ Right subject choice at the wrong uni — you can withdraw
your place and start again. The quicker you decide (be
sure) then the less student loan you will have to pay back.
You will likely re-apply through UCAS and can do this as
an ex-student (see earlier slides)

+ Remember you have 4 years student loan
so it allows for an extra year if you need to
change.

+ Any extra help email he@bhasvic.ac.uk



mailto:he@bhasvic.ac.uk

UC /\S 9. Colla%f j%(gs rences

+ Please use

+ generalreferences(@bhasvic.ac.uk

+ Please do not use individual teachers or
staff. Using this email means your
reference will be dealt with quickly
(usually by guidance managers) and may

lead to delay if that teacher is ill/move to
another job etc etc).


mailto:generalreferences@bhasvic.ac.uk
mailto:generalreferences@bhasvic.ac.uk

e tc
€SS (

is key. Re 5, Student

nodules ion is available.
ctio‘ LAS team if you need to and ask

away.....



	Slide 1: Final UCAS Update Spring 2026 what next…
	Slide 2: 1. Student Finance
	Slide 3: 2. UCAS Extra Available from 25/02/26
	Slide 4: Why use UCAS Extra?
	Slide 5: Go to UCAS Extra and use the search tool, use filters to show courses with vacancies
	Slide 6: How will I know if I am eligible to use Extra?
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: In addition…
	Slide 9: 3. Firm & Insure
	Slide 10: 3. Firm & Insure
	Slide 11: 3. Firm & Insure
	Slide 12: 3. Firm & Insure
	Slide 13: 3. Firm & Insure
	Slide 14: 4. Late applications
	Slide 15: 5. Deferring
	Slide 16: 6. Applying as an ex-student
	Slide 17: 6. Applying as an ex-student
	Slide 18: 6. Applying as an ex-student
	Slide 19: 7. DSA
	Slide 20: 7. DSA
	Slide 21: 7. DSA
	Slide 22: 7. DSA
	Slide 23: Need more help?

