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The UCAS application

« Deadline of 15 October for Oxbridge (+ certain courses); mid-January
for most other courses

* Personal details

 Employment history (paid jobs)

» Course choices: up to five courses

« Academic record (e.g. GCSEs, AS Levels and A Levels)
* Personal statement

e School or college reference and predictions
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What do tutors consider?

We consider every application individually, taking all aspects into account:

e Academic record
 Personal statement
 Teacher’s reference

o Admissions test results
(where required)

* Written work (where required)
* Contextual data

No part of an application is considered in isolation — all available
Information is looked at together before decisions are made.
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The Personal Statement

Why should you get a place on this course(s)?

Introduction
Why do you want to study this course(s)?
What interests you about the subject?

Interests and achievements
What have you done to explore your subject?
...In school
...beyond the curriculum
...through relevant work experience
...through relevant hobbies
What did you think about it? What did you gain from it?
How has it prepared you for the course/for university?

Conclusion
Why should you be made an offer for this course(s)?
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What are we looking for?

Interest in and
aptitude for
your chosen
subject Vocational or
professional
commitment,
where
appropriate
Motivation,
commitment

and
organisation

Enthusiasm for
complex and
challenging
ideas

Ability to think
independently,
critically and
analytically

Some Universities want more breadth than others
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Top Tips

* Be specific

« Keep it personal

« Show, don't tell

e Discuss, don't list
» Try to avoid cliches
* Avoid repetition

e Get it checked

 Don't lie or plagiarise
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Personal Statement Exercise

Think of 5 things you have done to explore your subject.

1. What was the activity?
E.g. reading a book, watching a TV programme, listening to a podcast,
going to a lecture, visiting a museum or gallery, watching a video online,
reading an article, work experience, hobbies, etc...

2. What did you think about it?
What did you find interesting about it? How did it relate to other things you
know about? What did you gain from it? What did you do next?

3. How did it make you a better candidate for the course?
Check selection criteria — which point(s) does it show evidence of? What
skills does it demonstrate?
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If you are interviewed:

Keep a copy and re-read it, take it to interview

Anything in the Personal Statement may be discussed

Try to move on after September

Follow through on claims:
* ‘| have read’ ‘This was very interesting’

 “| shall read” “I plan to visit”
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Why use admissions assessments?

= Differentiate between well-qualified candidates

= A common set of data with which to compare
applicants to a specific course

= Stretch and challenge applicants
= Assess the aptitude and potential of candidates

= |f appropriate, assess subject knowledge and

understanding www.cam.ac.uk/assessment
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University of Cambridge assessments

Pre-interview assessment

Anglo-Saxon, Norse, and Celtic

Asian and Middle Eastern Studies

Economics

Engineering (incl,. Chemical Engineering via Engineering)
English

Geography

History

History and Modern Languages

History and Politics

Human, Social, and Political Sciences

Medicine

Natural Sciences (incl. Chemical Engineering via Natural Sciences)
Psychological and Behavioural Sciences

Veterinary Medicine
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At-interview assessment

Archaeology

Architecture

Classics (3 year and 4 year)
Computer Science

Education

History and Modern Languages
History of Art

Land Economy

Law

Linguistics

Modern and Medieval Languages
Philosophy

Theology, Religion, and Philosophy of Religion



Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the exception of ELAT (Eng Lit Admissions Test) and BMAT (Bio-Medical Admissions Test), these are bespoke assessments, designed to assess suitability for Cambridge’s degree courses.

Encourage checking of the website for up to date information, including sample questions, with full sample papers for all the assessments available there by the end of June, to enable prospective applicants to try a timed version, and check the level of their performance on the multiple-choice sections.

MCQ sections of the pre-interview assessments will be machine-marked by the Admissions Testing Service (ATS); the script Section 2 of these, and all of the at-interview assessments, will be reviewed by academic staff within Colleges.

There will be no ’pass mark’ for any of the elements – these are just another piece of information to be used. That’s not to say that a very weak performance (e.g. on mathematical sections for Engineering, Economics etc) will not be used when deciding whether or not to invite someone for interview, but this will not be implemented in a formulaic way.

The maths/science content is based on GCSE-level material (double science in the case of science), and is designed to check understanding of the ideas and knowledge. It is very much like the BMAT science content in this respect, although some of the Maths/Physics material in Engineering and Natural Sciences uses first year A-level material. 

Candidates for Natural Sciences should opt for the sections which best reflect their interests.

Applicants to History and Modern Languages will sit an assessment pre and at-interview. 

Applicants to Chemical Engineering will sit the assessment in their chosen route (Natural Sciences or Engineering). 

The Mature (over 21) Colleges will ask all their applicants interviewed in Cambridge to take common format written assessments at interview (BMAT excepted).



How to prepare

Science/language tests — require a level of knowledge

Humanities (English, History) — practice of similar exercises from
teachers may be helpful

Specimen and/or past papers available for all the assessments,
offering applicants the opportunity to:

-familiarise themselves with the test content, level and format
-get to know the different types of questions they may be asked
-test themselves under timed conditions

-review answers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As all the assessments are focused on the subject being applied for, they are intended to give a realistic picture of candidate strengths and weaknesses. Practice of a timed version is a good idea for familiarisation, using information available on the website.


4P CAMBRIDGE

& 8 UNIVERSITY OF

The Interview



Interviews: An overview

 The last piece in the jigsaw rather than the final hurdle

 Normally two or more interviews, each usually lasting 20-30
minutes

e Conducted by lecturers and predominantly academic and
subject-focused

* Discussion-based and intellectually challenging
» Detalled and focused probing and discussion

 Check websites for videos and further information
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Why do we interview?

e Discussion as a key part of our supervision teaching

e To distinguish amongst excellent applicants by probing your
academic qualities — in a nutshell, how do you think?

e To assess the skills and aptitudes essential for successful
study in higher education. In particular,

« Academic potential
* Motivation

o Suitability for chosen course
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Interviews: What are we looking for?

Academic
Ability and
Potential

Use of existing
knowledge to
solve new
problems
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Ability to work

through difficult

ISSUES In
dialogue

Commitment
and genuine
Interest in
chosen course

Ability to think
independently
and critically




Interviews: What interviews are NOT

Full of trick questions with obscure answers

A public speaking or debating contest

A test of how you speak, dress, sit, or shake hands

A cultural or social test of what type of person you are

Scripted and identical for all applicants

Beware scare stories and rumours!
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Interviews: What to expect

» Applicants are usually asked to talk about:

Academic work completed in the last year or two
Relevant wider reading or work experience

Subject-related issues that are very readily visible in the
wider world

‘Prompt’ material

Their submitted written work, where requested

e Questions that cross boundaries between subjects/modules

* Questions to which they do not know the answer
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Interviews: How to prepare

* Refresh your memory about:
e The course for which you applied
e Recent school/college work
 UCAS personal statement
e Submitted work

« Wider reading

* Practise discussing academic work and ideas

7% UNIVERSITY OF

“§ CAMBRIDGE




Interviews: Some tips

o Listening carefully is important

* Thinking ‘out loud’ — explaining your thinking process
e Asking questions is fine

« EXpect to get some answers wrong

 Don’t worry if corrected or prompted

 Rehearsed speeches are risky

o Pause, think, reflect, analyse

 Be yourself
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Finding out more

Cambridge films, podcasts, publications:

http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/interviews

If you have any remaining questions, do not hesitate to ask
a College Admissions Tutor or Admissions Officer.
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Why consider Cambridge?

World-class education

Supportive collegiate system

Fantastic employment prospects

Awesome student experience
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World-class education

e Supervisions - top-rated, small-groupteaching

e Superb facilities
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Supportive collegiate system
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Supportive collegiate system
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Cambridge colleges may look old (C14th)...
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..ornew (C21st)...
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...but they provide the same things: accommodation;
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a dining hall;
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a library;
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Home!
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Churchill College

e Top 6 results (avg) since 2010

e Largest college site in Cambridge

e 10 mins from everywhere by bike

e Guaranteed on-siteaccommodation

)

e People from all backgrounds

e ~2:1UK state to UKindependent

~ 3:1 UK to outside UK

~ 2:1 male tofemale

7:3 STEM to arts and humanities
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Fantastic employmentprospects

e Highly sought-after graduates
e ~95% graduate employment rate

e Excellent CareersService
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Awesome student experience

Loads of culturalfacilities

e Even more unisocieties

Safe, relaxed city

Close to London

Relatively cheap to be a student
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Admissions overview

15t October 22nd October Early November

UCAS form SAQ Pre-interview
Reference - (Cambridge only) written
assessments

Personal statement

Pool & Decisions Interviews and Deselection
Offersto~1in5 « at-mtgrwew ~ 20-40% applicants
written
assessments
Early January Early December Late November
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We look for studentswho...

e Are passionate about their chosen course
e Have an outstanding exam record

e Are motivated, hard-working, and organised
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We find these students by considering their...

Exam record, especially after GCSE

School or collegereference

Submitted written work (arts and humanities)

Admission assessments

Performance atinterview
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Interviews

Typically 1 or 2, 20 to 30 mins each, with academic and subject-related focus
e Wider reading and/or experience will likely be explored

e Interviewers may use prompts, articles, etc.

Be yourself (and don’t stress about what to wear!)
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Typical offers

e Alevel A*AA (Arts and Humanities)or A*A*A (Sciences)

e |B 40-42 with 776 or777

e Pre-UD2D3D3 (Arts and Humanities) or D2D2D3 (Sciences)
e Offers vary by course and circumstances

e Most successful applicants exceed our normal offers

e Students admitted to Cambridge in October 2015

Achieved A-Levels % of A-Level entrants
A*A*A* 61.6
A*A*A 23.5
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Why the focus on topgrades?

Sci Tripos % by A* group and year
0.75
0.7
0.65 m1AT
W 2A*
0.6 IA*
m AA*
0.55 -
0.5
yl y2 y3 y4

Error bars based on calculated standard error
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Why the focus on topgrades?

Arts Tripos % by A* group and year
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Summary and things to do

e Decide what you want to study at university

Make sure it’s something that really interests you!

e See if Cambridge is the right place to study it

Don’t worry if it isn’t —there are loads of superb unis out there!

e Do really well in your exams!

e Explore, especially byreading

e Useful resources

www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk

www.cam.ac.uk/assessment

www.chu.cam.ac.uk/admissions

www.chu.cam.ac.uk/opendays

schools.liaison@chu.cam.ac.uk —Jonathan Padley
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consumer Law, Competition and Markets Authority (CMA ) guidance:

This information is for the speaker’s use:


‘Details are correct at the time of going to press in January 2016. Any updates or changes to information can be found on our webpages  ox.ac.uk/study’

Important information for presenters:
Summary
We need to ensure that all the information we provide about Oxford is complete and accurate, and that we do not fail to provide information that is likely to impact students’ decisions to apply here . Students have a right to all the information they might reasonably need to make an informed choice about university, and for that information to be accurate.
 
Is this new?
In many ways this is not new, as we’ve always tried to provide accurate information to encourage students to apply to Oxford. The change is that the risks of mistakes are now more serious. If we don’t provide complete information, or if any information we provide is inaccurate or misleading, students are more likely to take legal action and we may face investigation or regulatory or legal action by the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA). One worst-case scenario is that students could reclaim all the fees they have paid, or ask to take their degrees again for free.
 
Action needed
We encourage you to check all materials and any changes you make to presentation below, and ensure that relevant colleagues are aware of this issue. The law affects information given in talks and presentations, including open days.

Further reading
Full documentation on this issue can be found at https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/consumer-protection-review-of-higher-education, including:
summary document (1 page)
full version of the recommendations (69 pages)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why Oxford?
There are many universities, but Oxford retains a special place in the academic landscape of the UK and in the hearts of those who live, study and teach here.
There are even more reasons why Oxford generates such admiration, pride and loyalty. These characteristics have differentiated the University from almost all others for hundreds of years and will continue to form the essence of the Oxford experience for years to come.

Academic excellence: Oxford’s intensive teaching style is intellectually challenging, and leads to a world-class education

From prospectus: (and above)
 Stat on slide – we are second only to the California Institute of Technology (CalTech)
 ‘Largest volume of world – leading research in the UK (2014 Research Excellence Framework)’
     The Oxford Research strategy:
	‘We aim to lead the world in research. We are committed to disciplinary excellence – across the medical sciences; the mathematical, physical and life sciences; the social sciences; and the humanities – and 	interdisciplinary research that will benefit society on a national and global scale’
 
From university website (Jan 2106):

‘More world-leading academics than any other UK university’�Complete University Guide, 2014
‘Highest proportion of students achieving firsts in the UK’
‘In the subject rankings Oxford is, for the fifth year running, ranked first in the world for Clinical, Pre-Clinical and Health subjects. It is also ranked first in the world for Life Sciences.’ Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2015-2016.

CMA guidance
Claims to be the best:
e.g. “We have the best museums in the world”, “we have the best teaching in the world”
In fact… much as we love our museums and we are proud of our teaching, it can be hard to substantiate any claims that they are the best.
You could give a source if possible e.g. “Oxford is the top University in the UK and Europe (Times Higher Education World Rankings 2014-15”), or avoid absolute claims to be the best at all. Use alternatives like: “We have some of the best museums in the world” etc.
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26 Nobel Prize winners

26 UK Prime Ministers

International leaders including Bill Clinton and Benazir Bhutto

Scientists like Edwin Hubble, Dorothy Hodgkin and Stephen Hawking

Poets and writers including John Donne, Oscar Wilde and Iris Murdoch

OXFORD www.alumni.ox.ac.uk
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Presentation Notes
Oxford Alumni
With more than 22,000 students, 11,000 staff and 250,000 alumni around the world, people are what make Oxford an internationally renowned university. (Alumni just means ‘former students’.) 

When you complete a degree at Oxford you will join a global community of more than 250,000 graduates…..

Among these are 26 British Prime Ministers, including the current one, the Rt Hon David Cameron MP; at least 30 international leaders; 7 current holders of the Order of Merit; at least 12 saints and 20 Archbishops of Canterbury; and some 120 Olympic medal winners. Oxford University has a proud Olympic heritage stretching right back to the Games of the I Olympiad in 1896. We are extremely proud of the 158 Olympic medals that our alumni have won on behalf of many nations across the globe.

The new info graphic 2015-16 prospectus won’t fit on this page because of added alumni names .These are:

World leaders : 	Aung San Suu Kyi and Malcolm Turnbull
Scientists :       	Ben Goldacre, Susan Greenfield and Tim Berners-Lee
Poets and writers: 	Vikram Seth, William Boyd, Jeanette Winterson and Wendy Cope
Actors and filmmakers: 	Emilia Fox

Did you know…..?
You can continue to make use of the Careers Service for the full length of your career. Also, our Alumni Office offers a wide range of support including news, information, discounts and events, as well as a network of Alumni Groups around the world. 






After Oxford...

14

annual careers fairs
so you can explore

your options and 0
meet employers 27 /0

of students take home
over £30,000 in the first
year after graduation

56Y%

employment

4,700
ne0 === 8900

available to opportunities
workshops run students each advertised over the
by our Careers year past year on our
Advisers and visiting website
recruiters each year
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Presentation Notes

Post - graduation careers statistics and the help available 

From careers website (Jan 2016):
You will almost certainly be able to find employment on leaving.�Whatever your degree subject, there is a huge range of potential employment opportunities. �Leading employers recruit across our range of subjects, and we’re one of the top five universities targeted by leading graduate recruiters. For example, students from across our range of subjects go on to work in sectors including law, finance, government, media and arts, winning places using the transferable skills from any Oxford degree.
There are more jobs advertised through the Careers Service than students to fill them.�More than 8,000 opportunities were advertised in 2014 on Oxford’s online system, CareerConnect, including internships, work experience places and more than 6,000 jobs with an average starting salary of over £24,000 a year Destinations for graduates:
Education 13%
Health & Social Care 12%
Banking & Investment 9%
Culture, Sport & Leisure 7%
Retail & Sales 6%
Accountancy & Finance 6%
Government & Policy 5%
Universities & Higher Education 5%
Consultancy 5%
Charity & Development 4%
Media 4%
Engineering 4%
IT & Computing 4%
Marketing & Communications 3%
Law 2%
Scientific Research 2%
Other careers 7%

You can continue to make use of the Careers Service for the full length of your career.

CMA guidance
Factual inaccuracies:

e.g. “Your degree subject doesn’t limit the jobs you can get. 60% of the jobs advertised through the Careers Service don’t specify the degree subject.”
In fact… your degree subject does therefore limit you, in the other 40% of the jobs we advertise.
Please use more general statements about the benefits of an Oxford degree, and stress the benefits of transferable skills learned at Oxford. “Most jobs don’t specify a degree subject, so there is a huge range of potential employment opportunities, whatever degree you have studied.”




Do we offera " Would YOU find
course YOU would our teaching

enjoy? style engaging?

www.ox.ac.uk/study
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Presentation Notes
What to consider when thinking about Oxford 

Oxford University is world-famous for academic excellence. We pick the best and brightest students purely on their academic merit and passion for their chosen course. If that sounds like you, and you like to think for yourself, Oxford could be the right university for you.

Why you should choose a course that’s right for you and how
Be realistic about whether you can achieve the standard offer grades
Will you enjoy  and thrive in tutorial -  style teaching
Are you prepared for the workload and level of academic thinking – our students spend 40% more time studying than the UK average (university website Jan 2016)

Oxford mainly assesses through examination, although this varies depending on the course: (it’s important that you are prepared to be assessed in this way!)
In most courses you sit exams in your first year, which you must pass to continue the course, but they do not count towards your degree. You then work towards final exams, which usually take place in your last term.
Science students sit some exams in the second year. Some exams may be replaced by projects or dissertations. Most science courses have a fourth year; this may be entirely research-based, or part research and part exams.
Other students also sit finals in their last term – typically several exams, each lasting three hours, within a two-week period. In some subjects like Modern Languages, there is also an oral exam. Some exams may be replaced by a thesis and/or extended written work.

CMA guidance:
Claims of uniqueness
e.g. “Oxford is the only university to teach students in tutorials”, “Oxford has a unique college system”
In fact… Cambridge has a very similar tutorial system, and other universities also have a college system.
Please be mindful of similar universities, and avoid sweeping claims of uniqueness unless they are beyond all reasonable doubt. We can still talk about the tutorial system and other key selling points without them being unique: “Oxford (is one of very few universities that) teaches students in tutorials”, “Oxford has an excellent college system…” 
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Biochemistry
Biomedical Sciences
Experimental
Psychology
Medicine
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Oxford Course Choice

Hundreds of course options: Oxford offers traditional courses and more unusual. Whichever course you choose, an Oxford degree aims to make you think for yourself, logically and laterally.
All our degree courses have a compulsory core, plus various options you can choose from, letting you tailor the course to your personal interests. The course pages give examples of options.
You should make sure that your chosen degree and the way it is taught at Oxford are right for you. Usually, you cannot change courses after you start; where this is possible, the course page mentions it.

Split between four divisions: Social Sciences, Humanities, Medical Sciences, Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences, and over 30 faculties and departments

Without language combinations, down to about 90 courses.
Academic and theoretical
Remind candidates to look carefully at the balance between subjects in the joint honours degrees as these will vary considerably between universities. 
Our joint honours are not ‘mix and match’ - there is strong competition for combined courses, and you must show your aptitude for each part of the degree.

CMA guidance
Factual inaccuracies:
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details you may use.

e.g. “Your degree subject doesn’t limit the jobs you can get. 60% of the jobs advertised through the Careers Service don’t specify the degree subject.”
In fact… your degree subject does therefore limit you, in the other 40% of the jobs we advertise.
Please use more general statements about the benefits of an Oxford degree, and stress the benefits of transferable skills learned at Oxford. “Most jobs don’t specify a degree subject, so there is a huge range of potential employment opportunities, whatever degree you have studied.”
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Libraries , Museums and  Scientific Equipment

World-class resources: Oxford’s libraries and museums are second to none in their historical buildings and collections. Whether your interest is fossils or first editions, you can find something to interest you here…..

From the university website (Jan 2016):
Libraries:
Oxford University has more than 100 libraries to choose from, the largest library structure in the UK, as well as an extensive online collection. It’s a mix of old and new libraries, which offer a fantastic range of places to study. Choose from Duke Humfrey’s (built in 1488, and used as the Hogwarts library in the Harry Potter films), the elegant circular Radcliffe Camera, the bright modern Social Science Library, and many more. Their collections house many rare maps, books and manuscripts including Shakespeare's First Folio and the Magna Carta
College libraries are open to everyone in your college. They stock the core materials for your course, and have generous lending arrangements. They are often open 24 hours a day, providing quiet, convenient places to study. The college librarian can help you to find what you need, and in many cases will order books in specially.
Subject librarians are your guides to Oxford’s world-class research collections. They can advise on the latest publications in your field, or on the best databases to search.
The Bodleian Libraries form the UK’s second largest library with more than 12 million volumes on 117 miles of shelves. The Bodleian Library is a legal deposit library, meaning it can claim a copy of any book or journal published in the UK or Ireland. All Oxford students are entitled to use ‘The Bod’ for their research.
Oxford has an extensive online collection, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This includes databases, books, reference works and the best online journal collection in the UK. These are available to members of the University from anywhere with an internet connection:

Museums:
Oxford has collections of international importance - databanks for research, teaching and study - full of wonderful treasures that anyone can enjoy.
Ashmolean Museum
The Ashmolean is Britain's oldest public museum and the finest university museum in the world. The collections range from artefacts of the world’s great ancient civilisations from east and west, right up to contemporary art from around the world. The exhibition centre hosts major international exhibitions which will be of interest to all students, and of particular use to students in Ancient and Modern History, Fine Art, History of Art, Archaeology, Classics and Anthropology.
Oxford University Museum of Natural History
The spectacular neo-Gothic architecture of a Grade I listed building houses the University’s geological and zoological specimens. Among its famous specimens are a dodo, the first dinosaur to be scientifically identified, and the swifts in the tower. The Archaeology, Biology and Earth Sciences courses make use of its staff expertise and collections.
Pitt Rivers Museum
The Pitt Rivers is a museum of ethnography and world archaeology, celebrated for its period feel and the density of its displays. Courses that use the museum’s resources include Human Sciences, Archaeology and Anthropology, Geography, Classics, History of Art and Fine Art. In addition to a collection which now numbers over half a million objects, the collection includes extensive photographic and sound archives.
Museum of the History of Science
The world’s oldest purpose-built museum building houses an unrivalled collection of scientific instruments from antiquity to the 20th century. Astrolabes, sundials, quadrants, mathematical and optical instruments and apparatus associated with chemistry, natural philosophy and medicine are displayed, alongside temporary exhibitions. The collections are used in teaching History of Science and History of Art.
Bate Collection
The Bate Collection is one of the most magnificent collections of musical instruments in the world. The Bate has more than 2,000 instruments from the Renaissance, through the baroque, classical and romantic periods up to modern times. More than a thousand instruments are on display, by all the most important makers and from pre-eminent collectors. Music and History of Art undergraduates make use of the collection.


Scientific sites and equipment: (Some examples)
Botanic Garden and Harcourt Arboretum
Oxford is the only UK university to have both a Botanic Garden and an extensive Arboretum, with over 5,500 species of plants from all over the world. The collections includes several unique specimens, not in cultivation anywhere else in the world. The gardens and glasshouses at the Botanic Garden, and the exotic collection, meadows, and native woodland at the Arboretum, are perfect for visiting any time of the year. The Botanical Garden and Arboretum are particularly used by students in Biological Sciences.
Diamond Light Source is the UK’s synchrotron. (associated with the university and used for research )It works like a giant microscope, harnessing the power of electrons to produce bright light that scientists can use to study anything from fossils to jet engines to viruses and vaccines.
The machine speeds up electrons to near light speeds so that they give off a light 10 billion times brighter than the sun. These bright beams are then directed off into laboratories known as ‘beamlines’. Here, scientists use the light to study a vast range of subject matter, from new medicines and treatments for disease to innovative engineering and cutting-edge technology.
Whether it’s fragments of ancient paintings or unknown virus structures, at the synchrotron, scientists can study their samples using a machine that is 10,000 times more powerful than a traditional microscope.
Diamond is one of the most advanced scientific facilities in the world, and its pioneering capabilities are helping to keep the UK at the forefront of scientific research.
Philip Wetton telescope
The Philip Wetton telescope is a fantastic resource for teaching in Oxford. The 0.4 metre telescope, built in 1995 by the Meade Corporation of California, was given to the University so that undergraduate and graduate students could observe the night sky as would a professional astronomer. Its location is a fabulously positioned, purpose-built observatory atop the Denys Wilkinson Building on Keble Road; the first new observatory built in Oxford for over a century. 
Language Centre
The Language Centre's term-time programmes of study offer students a chance to learn a new language or keep up an old one, whatever their degree.
The Language Library also offers a range of multimedia facilities for independent study, including text and audio-visual material in over 180 languages.

CMA guidance
Claims to be the best
e.g. “We have the best museums in the world”, “we have the best teaching in the world”
In fact… much as we love our museums and we are proud of our teaching, it can be hard to substantiate any claims that they are the best.

Factual inaccuracies:
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details you may use.
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TUTORIALS

From prospectus:
 ‘in groups of 2 or 3 for specialised tutorial teaching’

Tutorial teaching
‘Tutor’ is Oxford’s name for a member of academic staff. They are experts in their field, and tutorials are a chance to get individualised teaching from them. At least once a week in each subject studied, groups of two or three students will spend an hour with their tutor, discussing a topic in depth. This tutor can be an established academic or a post graduate researcher in that field. This personalised attention means that you will face rigorous academic challenges on a weekly basis, encouraging and facilitating your learning in a way that just isn’t possible in a lecture. It also means that tutors are immediately aware if you need any extra support with any aspect of your course, so they can help you right away.

You will still receive all other aspects of university teaching such as lectures, seminars, practicals and library work.

CMA guidance
Other risks of over-selling
e.g. “Your tutor will be a world leader in their field.”
In fact… undergraduates may have some tutorials with graduate students, who can’t all claim to be world leaders.
Please use “experts” instead of “world leaders”. We can say “many Oxford tutors are world leaders in their field”  though we can’t promise that every single tutorial will be with one of those tutors.

Factual inaccuracies
e.g. “You will have at least one tutorial every week.” Is this true for all courses? For every week of term? Even during the exam period?

Claims of uniqueness
e.g. “Oxford is the only university to teach students in tutorials”, “Oxford has a unique college system”
In fact… Cambridge has a very similar tutorial system, and other universities also have a college system.
Please be mindful of similar universities, and avoid sweeping claims of uniqueness unless they are beyond all reasonable doubt. We can still talk about the tutorial system and other key selling points without them being unique: “Oxford (is one of very few universities that) teaches students in tutorials”, “Oxford has an excellent college system…” 
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You are a student at Oxford in three ways :

Oxford is a collegiate university, consisting of the central University and colleges. The central University is composed of academic departments and research centres, administrative departments, libraries and museums. The colleges are self-governing and financially independent institutions, which are related to the central University in a federal system(useful comparison is the United States of America). There are also six permanent private halls, which were founded by different Christian denominations and which still retain their Christian character. The different roles of the colleges and the University have evolved over time.

In a college  - Every student at Oxford is a member of a college. They are sometimes compared to halls of residence at other universities, but they are so much more besides. Your college will be your home for much of your time at Oxford, providing accommodation, meals, a library and IT support. The relatively small number of students at each college allows for close and supportive personal attention to be given to your induction, academic development and welfare. They also select and admit undergraduate students, and are responsible for tutorial teaching for undergraduates.
In a department/faculty/division –Oxford's research activity involves more than 70 departments, almost 1,800 academic staff, more than 5,000 research and research support staff, and over 5,600 graduate research students. You’ll be studying within this world renowned institution for excellence in research!
As a student of the university -Whichever college you go to, you will be studying the same course: the University organises the lectures and practical classes, and sets and marks examinations, and awards degrees.
   It determines the content of the courses within which college teaching takes place. And provides a wide range of resources for teaching and learning in the form of libraries, laboratories, museums, computing facilities, and so on. It      also provides administrative services and centrally managed student services such as counselling and careers, as well as admitting and supervising graduate students, and examining these.

This all means that you can get all the benefits of a large, international university while living in a small, friendly community. You’ll probably get much more personal tuition and more support than most other universities can give.
If you study here you will be a member of a college, and probably have your tutorials in that college. You will also be a member of the wider University, with access to University and department facilities like laboratories and libraries, as well as hundreds of University groups and societies. You would usually have your lectures and any lab work in your department, with other students from across the University.

CMA 
Claims of uniqueness
e.g.  “Oxford has a unique college system”
In fact… Cambridge has a very similar tutorial system, and other universities also have a college system.
Please be mindful of similar universities, and avoid sweeping claims of uniqueness unless they are beyond all reasonable doubt. We can still talk about the tutorial system and other key selling points without them being unique:  “Oxford has an excellent college system…” 
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Colleges
Key message :

*WHEN YOU APPLY, YOU CAN’T CHOOSE, BUT YOU CAN EXPRESS A PREFERENCE. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE PREFERENCE , YOU CAN MAKE AN OPEN APPLICATION*

From university website (Jan 2016)
Does it matter which college I go to?
Colleges have a lot more in common than they have differences and, whichever college you go to, you will be studying for the same degree at the end of your course. Most students love their college, and will tell you that their college is the best. Each college is different in various ways, and this rich variety is part of what makes the Oxford experience so special. Some of the differences include:

College size – both in terms of the grounds and the numbers of staff and students. Typical undergraduate numbers in colleges range between 200 – 500, representing a range of subjects.  
The age of the college and its various buildings.
The location – some are in the city centre, while others will be nearer to your department, the park, the river or the sports centre.
Accommodation – all colleges provide rooms for first year students but accommodation for later years does vary. You may want to check how many rooms are available, whether they are on the main college site or elsewhere, and how much they will cost. See college rent and other charges.
Grants or other funding – in addition to any support provided by the University.
Facilities – all colleges have a library, dining hall and common room but sports facilities and other resources do vary. �
From prospectus :
‘If you do specify a college, other colleges may also interview you, and any of them may offer you a place. In 2015, 25% of successful applicants got an offer from a college they didn’t specify on their application’  

‘All colleges have signed up to a Common Framework for Admissions which means the same application process for your course at every college. Whichever college you go to you will be awarded the same degree at the end of your course’

‘ In 2015 , 18% of applicants made an open application. Tutors have no preference for direct or open applications: they are looking for the best applicants for their course’

Common Rooms
The Junior Common Room (JCR) for undergraduates and Middle/Graduate Common Room (MCR/GCR) for graduates refers to both a physical room and a body, of which students are members. Elected representatives will often run social events and activities as well as providing support and advice services, while providing you with a means of voicing your concerns about college affairs.

What is a 'Permanent Private Hall'?
These are very similar to colleges except that they tend to be smaller, and were founded by particular Christian denominations. They offer fewer courses than most colleges. Students at PPHs are members of the University just like students at colleges, and have access to exactly the same University facilities and activities. Read more about PPHs


CMA guidance
You can say that all colleges have accommodation, a dining hall, common room  and library but be careful of guaranteeing other facilities – bar, chapel, games room, kitchen facilities ,computer suite, gym etc. Use ‘usually’ if unsure.

College choice
e.g. “Colleges all provide the same excellent academic teaching standards.”
In fact… the Norrington table offers some evidence of different academic standards, so it’s hard for us to claim that they are all identical.
Individual colleges will have their own approach to this but in general communications we will promote colleges with more general phrases like “colleges all provide excellent academic teaching standards”. 
 
e.g. “It doesn’t matter which college you go to.”
We have tended to stress the benefits of the college system in general, and said that it doesn’t really matter which college you go to: i.e. being a member of a college is what helps to make Oxford really special, not whether you are a member of Balliol or St John’s or Wycliffe Hall. However,  it is misleading to say that the choice doesn’t matter: it can matter a great deal to the student which college they go to, as the accommodation, other facilities, costs and sources of support may differ.
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Oxford in the youngest city in England and Wales – in terms of population!

From university website (Jan 2016) :
Oxford is the youngest city in England and Wales and has two universities: Oxford University and Oxford Brookes. 35% of people who live here are aged 15-29 and 27% (40,000 of a total population of 150,000) are university students.

If you’d like to know more about the origins of Oxford University , where teaching began in the 11th century, please visit the web page above!

CMA guidance:
Where to find stats:
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20131/population/467/students_in_oxford

At the 2011 Census it was estimated that 35% of the population was aged between 15 and 29 years (compared to a UK average of 20%), and the city has the youngest median age  - 29.9 years - of any place in England & Wales

In 2012/13, there were 32,000 students enrolled for full-time study with the two universities.  23,000 were undergraduates (split equally between the two); 9,000 were postgraduates (the majority at the University of Oxford).

Oxford's 'usual resident population' was estimated to be 158,000 in June 2014 (latest estimate).

Oxford is in the middle of a period of rapid growth.  The city's population grew by 12% over the decade 2001-2011 and is projected to continue growing rapidly, reaching 165,000 by 2021.

Due to the large number of university students, Oxford has a relatively young population - 
visit our age and gender or students pages for more information

Oxford is an ethnically diverse city, and it is also internationally diverse.  In 2011, 28% of Oxford's residents had been born outside the UK, and there were an estimated 4,000 short-term international migrants visiting the city
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Life in Oxford 
(from university website January 2016)
Oxford is a youthful and cosmopolitan city with plenty to see and do. There are dozens of historic and iconic buildings, including the Bodleian Libraries, Ashmolean Museum, Sheldonian Theatre, the cathedral and the colleges. In the city centre you will find lots of shops, cafés, restaurants, theatres, cinemas, pubs and clubs. There are plenty of green spaces too: riverside walks, England’s oldest botanic garden, the University Parks and college gardens.
If you ever feel like a change of scene, the bus to London takes around 90 mins and runs 24 hours a day  and with the opening of the new Oxford Parkway station, you can now reach central London in approx. one hour! 

Check out the Wall of 100 Faces on our website to hear real Oxford students talking about their lives!

Societies:
The University welcomes the contribution made to student life by clubs, societies and other organisations. With more than 150 officially recognised societies to choose from there is a something for everybody. However, if you think that there is a gap to be filled, you can set up your own student society
Oxford University Student Union
As a student at Oxford, you automatically become a member of the Oxford University Student Union (OUSU). OUSU is a democratic, student led and independent organisation here to represent, support and enhance the lives of Oxford students. Get involved in numerous campaigns run each year, contribute to OUSU run media channels – Oxide and the Oxford Student – or find out how OUSU is representing your interests.
Oxford Union - debate
The Union is the world's most prestigious debating society, with an unparalleled reputation for bringing international guests and speakers to Oxford. It has been established for almost 200 years, aiming to promote debate and discussion not just in Oxford University, but across the globe
Oxford University Sport:
Oxford has 85 University sports clubs, as well as countless college teams and recreational opportunities. Many colleges have their own pitches and facilities, while Oxford University Sport on Iffley Road offers a swimming pool, gym, sports hall, racket sport courts and more. It is also home to the running track on which Roger Bannister broke the four-minute mile.
Everyone can enjoy sport or exercise as part of their student life at Oxford.  You can play for fun, try something new or just keep fit. But if you want to represent the University, you have the chance to join a rich tradition and some very competitive teams. The University’s top athletes gain the status of ‘Blue’ – an accolade that stems from the first boat race in 1829, when Cambridge tied light blue ribbons to their boat and Oxford adopted Christ Church’s dark blue. Oxford is currently ranked among the top British universities for sport thanks to coaching and student commitment. As well as the British Universities and Colleges Sports (BUCS) championships and other tournaments, there are inter-university competitions and college leagues.

Drama:
Oxford University Dramatic Society
OUDS represents a huge body of students interested in making theatre. Each year they tour internationally with a Shakespeare production directed, performed and produced by students. OUDS also hosts a national tour every summer, culminating in a run at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
Tabs Are For Flying
TAFF is the society for those who work on the technical side of theatre and theatre design, including stage and production management, lighting, sound, props, and costume and set design. As a society, it provides support, advice and training for students who are interested in technical theatre. It also seeks to increase the understanding of technical theatre in the broader University theatre community. Throughout the year it runs workshops on a variety of aspects of technical theatre.
Oxford Imps
The Oxford Imps perform improvised comedy - Whose Line Is It Anyway-style shows - every Monday night, and at the Edinburgh Fringe for a month each summer. They are a training, as well as a performance company, offering a boot camp and workshops for a new generation of comedians and actors. Every year they hold auditions (no experience required!) but also need technicians, production assistants, improvising keyboard players and a keen audience to provide suggestions for the show. The Imps are a regular fixture at college balls and charity events, and put their skills to use in a wide variety of other formats, from full-length improvised musicals and radio plays to short films.
Oxford Revue
The Oxford Revue was the brainchild of Michael Palin, who was the first to combine the idea of ‘sketch comedy’ with ‘a paying audience’ in the early 1950s. Since then the Oxford Revue has never looked back, spawning some of Britain’s best loved writers and comedians, from Alan Bennett and Rowan Atkinson, to Armando Iannucci and Sally Phillips, to Stewart Lee and Katy Brand.
Cameron Mackintosh Visiting Professor
Each year a major theatrical figure is appointed to give a series of lectures and workshops at St Catherine’s College. The current Visiting Professor of Contemporary Theatre is Simon Russell Beale. Previous professors include Stephen Fry, Stephen Sondheim, Arthur Miller, Kevin Spacey and Meera Syal.

Music:
Oxford University Music Society (OUMS)
The Oxford University Music Society (OUMS) runs four orchestras, a wind orchestra, a big band, a brass band, a string ensemble and the University chorus, and maintains a ‘performers' register’ enabling musicians to get in touch with one another and collaborate.
Classical music
There is a wealth of opportunity for classical music lovers. Many colleges have their own choirs, orchestras and bands. Opportunities to participate in classical recitals are numerous. Lunchtime and evening concerts abound, often taking place in spectacular settings such as the Sheldonian Theatre or the Holywell Music Room.
Contemporary music
If you are looking for more contemporary styles of music, Oxford truly punches above its weight. Venues such as the city’s O2 Academy and New Theatre regularly draw both national and international acts. Many smaller venues hold regular jam sessions and ‘open mic’ nights for the more aspiring among us, and there is a well-established weekly series of both jazz and blues concerts. If you fancying DJ-ing you could always start out at college parties, or try the student club nights that run open decks.
Instrumentalists
Those looking to practise their instruments or form a band will find the numerous college music rooms invaluable. These rooms are often equipped with a piano, amps and a PA system. Some colleges have their own drum kits for student use. Colleges without a dedicated music room will often provide another space in which musicians can practise. RockSoc, the rock music society, maintains a list of musicians and vocalists to enable like-minded music lovers to get in touch with one another easily. Jazz musicians in particular are well catered for, with a number of different groups from across the jazz spectrum constantly looking for new members. Other music societies include IMSoc (Indie Music Society) and Electric Collective (for electronic and dance music).
Vocalists
Vocalists also have an astounding array of opportunities in groups as diverse as traditional college choirs, a cappella groups, and non-auditioned vocal ensembles. Musical theatre and opera are also popular, with frequent productions in the large college theatres and city centre venues. 
More groups and activities
Oxford Philomusica, the University’s orchestra in residence, offers all sorts of opportunities in performances, recitals, masterclasses and coaching. At the top end of musical ability, the University boasts student orchestras of professional calibre – the Oxford University Orchestra and Oxford University Philharmonia – and the renowned choirs of Christ Church, Magdalen and New College, along with Schola Cantorum.
Opera is promoted by at least two groups, and other organisations in the University cater for almost every conceivable interest – soul, jazz, indie, rock, electronica, classical Indian, contemporary Russian and more. If you still feel there is something missing, Oxford is the ideal place to do your own thing with the wealth of musical talent in the University.

Media
Cherwell - Cherwell is the independent student newspaper of Oxford University
Oxford Student – is a weekly newspaper produced by and for members of the University of Oxford; it is sometimes abbreviated to The OxStu.
Isis Magazine - England’s longest running independent student magazine was founded at Oxford University in 1892. The magazine runs events, a website and one print issue per term.


CMA guidance
Factual inaccuracies:
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details you may use.

e.g. “Your degree subject doesn’t limit the jobs you can get. 60% of the jobs advertised through the Careers Service don’t specify the degree subject.”
In fact… your degree subject does therefore limit you, in the other 40% of the jobs we advertise.
Please use more general statements about the benefits of an Oxford degree, and stress the benefits of transferable skills learned at Oxford. “Most jobs don’t specify a degree subject, so there is a huge range of potential employment opportunities, whatever degree you have studied.”
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Finance
�From prospectus:
 *Around 1 in 4 students gets a bursary on top of any government support (UK/EU only)*

Generous financial support: Oxford is committed to providing generous support to Home/EU students from the lowest-income backgrounds.�List the benefits of Oxford life/financial packages and the bursaries :


From university website(Jan 2016)
Oxford Bursaries for UK/EU students
If you are a UK or EU student from a lower-income household, you will be eligible to receive an annual non-repayable Oxford Bursary to help with living costs. The amount of bursary you get will depend on your household income:
There is no separate application process for Oxford’s bursaries as these are based on the household income assessment carried out by your regional funding agency. When you apply for UK government funding you should simply ensure you have given consent for the University to access your household income figure so that Oxford can consider you for this funding.
If you are eligible for a bursary and are starting your course in 2016, you will be notified of your entitlement from mid September 2016. You must have your financial assessment completed by May 2017 to be considered for a bursary.
Moritz-Heyman Scholarships
If you are a UK resident and you are from a household with an income of £16,000 or less, you may be eligible for a programme of enhanced support. The Moritz-Heyman Scholarship Programme provides a higher level of funding, opportunities to take part in volunteering activities, and to access at least one internship during the summer vacations.
There is no separate application process for these Scholarships. From mid September 2016, up to 160 new students will be invited to become Moritz-Heyman Scholars. For full details of the Programme including eligibility criteria visit the Moritz-Heyman Scholarship page.

There are many other scholarships, bursaries and awards you can apply for both internally and externally to the University and within each college. See the list at the site above. 

CMA guidance
‘College rent and food charges are revised each year in an agreed process involving current students, and all students then pay the updated charges.  Over the past three years these have gone up by 2% each year on average, and you should budget for similar changes during your course.’

Financial issues
e.g. “It’s no more expensive to study at Oxford than any other university.”
In fact… living costs in the south of England are higher than much of the rest of the country. That’s outside our control.
Please focus on Oxford’s other core finance messages about support for students, especially those from the lowest income households. 
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How to apply

If you want to study at Oxford, you need to apply a year before the start date of your course by completing the online application form at www.ucas.com. Applications open in early September, and the deadline is 6pm UK time on 15 October every year.

You will need to provide information about yourself, including a personal statement where you talk about your interest in the subject or subjects you’re applying for (see our guidance on writing your personal statement). There is also a place where a teacher or advisor needs to give you a reference. This is all submitted through an online form – no additional references, transcripts, or certificates are required or accepted.
Most people apply to Oxford before they have finished their final year of school or college. If this is the case for you, then your referee will need to provide you with predicted grades – where they say what they expect you to achieve in your A-levels (or equivalent qualifications).
You may also need to register for a test or send in written work, depending on your chosen course. You will need to register separately for any tests, by a set date in October, and can normally sit them in your school or college, or at a centre near your home. 
It is very important to make arrangements in good time, as your application may not be as competitive - or may not be considered at all - if you do not take any test or tests required for your course.

There is no separate Oxford application form, unless you are applying for:
Accelerated Medicine
If you have a science degree and are applying for the four-year Accelerated Medicine course, you must complete a supplementary application form, in addition to the UCAS application, to be submitted by 15 October.
Choral and Organ Awards
If you want to apply for a choral or organ award, you must complete an additional online application form by 1 September.

CMA guidance:
Factual inaccuracies:
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details you may use.
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What are we looking for?

A slide for myth busting!

Why Oxford was right for me
As part of a series in which well-known Oxford alumni tell us about their experiences. These testimonials may be useful to you– see the web link above. 
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/why-oxford/was-right-for-me


From university website (Jan 2016)
There are students from 140 countries and territories at Oxford. Almost 40% of our total student body - almost 8,900 students - are citizens of foreign countries, including 16% of undergraduates and 62% of graduate students.
Oxford is very competitive: around 18,300 people applied for around 3,200 undergraduate places for entry in 2015. That means that Oxford receives, on average, around five applications for each available place.
The majority of Oxford’s UK undergraduates come from state schools. Latest figures (entry 2014) show that, of places offered to British students attending schools or colleges in the UK, 56.3% of undergraduate places went to students from the state sector.

Equal opportunities statement�The University of Oxford and its colleges seek to admit students of high academic ability and potential. All colleges select students for admission without regard to gender, marital or civil partnership status, disability, race, nationality, ethnic origin, religion or belief, sexual orientation, age or social background. Decisions on admission are based solely on the individual merits of each candidate and the application of selection criteria appropriate to the course of study. Admissions procedures are kept under review to ensure compliance with this policy.

CMA Guidance:
Factual inaccuracies:
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details you may use.
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Entry requirements – qualifications
* Students should be reminded that these can change at any time and to always refer to the website, not just the prospectus.*

These are the offers (variable by subject) for these particular qualifications. However we accept many qualifications from around the world. See http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/international-students/international-qualifications

CMA guidance – always refer to latest info on university website(January 2016):

GCSEs
We do not have any specific requirements for GCSE grades, though higher grades can help to make your application more competitive. Successful applicants typically have a high proportion of A and A* grades.
Where possible, tutors will look at your GCSEs in the context of the overall performance of the school or college where you studied so if, for example, you didn’t get all A* and A grades, but your results were among the best in your year group, that will be taken into account. Tutors will also consider your achieved or predicted grades at A-level (or other equivalent qualifications), your personal statement, academic reference, and any written work or written tests required for your course. If your application is shortlisted your performance at interview will also be taken in to account.
If you feel that you did less well in your GCSEs than you might otherwise have done, for good reason, then you may still be able to make a competitive application. Examples would include disruption caused by change of school or system, severe discontinuity of teachers, bereavement, and debilitating illness. We take care to treat each application individually and would always take such mitigating circumstances into account, if they are brought to our attention. You may like to mention any such circumstances in your personal statement, and your referee should make sure to mention them clearly in their reference.
Tutors will want to see how you improve your academic performance after your GCSEs and that you do well in your A-levels or other equivalent qualifications.
A-level
Conditional offers are made on the basis of final grades alone and not UMS scores. These offers for students studying A-levels will range between A*A*A and AAA depending on the course. Each course page gives details of the specific requirements. You may also like to see this summary of our A-level offers.
Providing that any specific subject requirements have been met, all A-levels are approved for admissions purposes, with the exception of General Studies.
AS-levels and unit grades
Oxford University does not require its candidates to disclose information on unit grades. However, where applicants, schools or colleges provide AS module results (grades or marks) within the UCAS application materials, this information will be considered by tutors as part of the overall record of the candidate’s academic attainment to date.
These recorded results may be used by admissions tutors as evidence of a candidate’s suitability to study at Oxford, although they will not be used in a mechanistic way to shortlist candidates for interview, or determine which candidates receive an offer. It is therefore in the interests of candidates for schools and colleges to declare AS module marks or grades if they demonstrate a candidate is performing strongly. Where it is the policy of a school or college not to certificate AS module results (or where the school no longer enters candidates for modules in year 12) this should be stated in the UCAS reference. If there is no statement then it will be assumed that it is the school or college policy to certificate AS qualifications in Year 12.
Where candidates are no longer able to take AS-levels, from 2015, the University's admissions process will continue to allow effective assessment of applications, including those from candidates taking linear A-levels. Read our FAQs on A-level reforms.
A-levels taken in or before Year 13
All courses at Oxford are academically rigorous. Tutors need to be convinced of your ability to manage an intense workload, so that you will be able to cope with the demands of studying here. If any student feels that studying three A-levels (or equivalent qualifications) at the same time would be too much work for them, we would encourage them to consider whether an Oxford degree is really the best choice. Where there are specific requirements for any course – including any requirement for A-levels to be taken together or at particular times – these will be clearly stated in the entrance requirements listed on the relevant course page.
Courses other than Medicine
The usual expectation is that candidates will complete the A-levels specified in their applications within a two year period. Where a candidate completes a relevant A-level before they apply, this will be taken into account.
Medicine
Conditional offers for students applying to study Medicine are usually A*AA in three A-levels which must be completed in the same academic year.
Applicants for Medicine are very welcome to take one or more of their A-levels early, and their grades will be taken into account along with all other aspects of their application. They will still need to study a further three A-levels (or equivalent qualifications) in their final year at school or college in order to meet Oxford’s entrance requirements. Any conditional offer will be based upon these final three grades.
Extended Projects
Where applicants have undertaken the Extended Project (EP), this will not be a condition of any offer but the University recognises that the EP will provide an applicant with the opportunity to develop research and academic skills relevant for study at Oxford. Candidates are encouraged to draw upon relevant EP experience when writing their personal statement.
Age and Stage
The University supports the general principles of Age and Stage, whereby students are allowed to progress through their educational development and qualifications at an appropriate rate according to their ability. However, if students are entered early for examinations, the University would still expect students to achieve at the highest level. Poor performance could potentially have a negative effect on a future application.
14-19 Diplomas
The Advanced Diploma in Engineering (Level 3) will be suitable for entry for Engineering Science courses at Oxford, provided candidates also obtain both an A-level in Physics and the new Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics for Engineering. Diplomas in other subjects will only be suitable preparation for admission where candidates have opted for Additional Specialist Learning in two relevant A-levels.
Pre-U
Oxford University will accept the Pre-U Diploma as a valid qualification for admissions purposes. Conditional offers are likely to vary between D2, D2, D3 and D3, D3, D3 depending on the subject.  Each course page will detail the requirements necessary. For admission purposes D2 is considered to be equivalent to an A* grade at A-level and D3 to an A grade.  Students may also take Pre-U principal subjects in place of A-levels.
YASS
Oxford University welcomes YASS (Young Applicants in Schools Scheme) modules as extra qualifications that applicants may study to develop their knowledge of a particular subject, or to try something new.  These YASS modules are offered by the Open University, and students may find them useful in preparing for university study.  Students who take these modules may wish to refer to them in their personal statements, to discuss what they have gained from this extra study.
However, as most students who are taking YASS modules are also studying for A-levels (or other equivalent qualifications), offers will usually be made on the basis of those A-levels (or other equivalent qualifications) alone.
Students who are studying Open University qualifications without additional qualifications are also welcome to apply.  We would generally expect successful applicants to have at least 120 points at level 1, in appropriate subjects.
English Baccalaureate
The English Baccalaureate is not expected to impact on a candidate’s ability to make a competitive application.  It is more important that a potential Oxford applicant has a GCSE profile which is strong overall (i.e. contains a large majority of A and A* grades). Reports in the media or speculation that Oxford has indicated a preference or requirements for candidates to have the English Baccalaureate are not accurate.
Oxford will keep the development of the English Baccalaureate under review, assessing to see if it is a helpful predictor for success at Oxford, but will not, under any circumstances, require it of students who have chosen their GCSE mix before Oxford indicates any compulsory use in the admissions process.
Vocational qualifications
Candidates with vocational qualifications equivalent to A-levels are welcome to apply, although candidates may need to take additional academic qualifications to make a competitive application. For further information please refer to the vocational qualifications page.
International Baccalaureate
Students of the International Baccalaureate are usually required to achieve a level of performance of 38–40 points, including core points, with 6s and 7s in the higher-level subjects.
Scottish qualifications
We welcome the valuable skills developed by students studying within the Curriculum for Excellence and would usually expect AAAAB or AAAAA in Scottish Highers, supplemented by two or more Advanced Highers. Conditional offers will usually be for AAB if a student is able to take three Advanced Highers; where this is not possible then a student would be expected to achieve AA in two Advanced Highers, as well as an A grade in an additional Higher course taken in Year 6. For further information please read our response to Scottish qualifications reform.
Welsh qualifications
The University recognises that Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate will provide an applicant with the opportunity to develop research and academic skills relevant for study at Oxford, particularly through the independent research project. Candidates are encouraged to draw upon relevant Welsh Baccalaureate experience when writing the personal statement. However, the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced level Core Certificate will not form the basis of any offers. Conditional offers are likely to range between A*A*A and AAA at A-level, depending on the course. Each course page gives details of the specific requirements. You may also like to see this summary of our A-level offers.
Other qualifications
Further details about different international qualifications can be found on the International 
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Personal statements

Your personal statement is important but it’s not everything: it’s just one part of the overall picture.
There is a page dedicated to advice about statements in the /apply section on our website. 

CMA guidance
Advice from website below (Jan 2016) to be used as speaker prefers:

What are Oxford tutors looking for?
Tutors at Oxford are only interested in your academic ability and potential. They want to see that you are truly committed to the subject or subjects you want to study at university but it’s not enough just to say that you have a passion for something: you need to show tutors how you have engaged with your subject, above and beyond whatever you have studied at school or college. This can include any relevant extracurricular activities.
Try to avoid writing your personal statement as though you are ticking things off a list. There is no checklist of required achievements, and tutors will not just scan what you have written to look for key words or phrases. Tutors will read your personal statement to try to understand what has motivated you to apply for their course. It’s a good idea to evaluate your experiences, to show what you have learned from them and how they have helped develop your understanding of your subject.
Should I include extracurricular activities?
If you're applying for competitive courses, which includes any course at Oxford, we typically suggest that you focus between 75% and 80% of your personal statement on your academic interests, abilities and achievements. This can include discussion of any relevant extracurricular activities. The remaining 20% or 25% can then cover any unrelated extracurricular activities.
There’s a myth that Oxford is looking for the most well-rounded applicants, and that you will only be offered a place if you have a long list of varied extracurricular activities. In fact, extracurricular activities are only helpful in so far as they demonstrate the selection criteria for your course. 
Do I need experience of work and travel?
We understand that not everyone has the opportunity to do work experience or to go travelling so these activities are not a requirement for any of our courses. Tutors won’t be impressed by your connections, or the stamps in your passport, but they will be impressed by how you’ve engaged with your subject.
For example, some of our applicants for Medicine may have had work experience placements in prestigious hospitals but not be able to evaluate their time there. If you have no more experience than some simple voluntary work, or even just discussing medical matters with your friends and family, you can still write an effective personal statement by reflecting critically on what you have learned and discussed. 
To give another example, for the History of Art, tutors will not want to hear about all the galleries and exhibitions that you have visited around the world if you cannot discuss the art that you saw. You can come across more effectively in your personal statement by evaluating art you have seen, even if you’ve only seen it online or in books without ever leaving the school library.
Don’t be put off by any friends who you think have more impressive things to say in their personal statements. Remember that tutors do not have a checklist of achievements that they are looking for: they want to see how you have engaged with your subject.
I’m applying to different courses at different universities – how should I write my personal statement?
If you are thinking of applying for completely different courses at different universities (e.g. Physics and Accounting, or Biology and Music) we’d encourage you to reconsider. It’s important to choose a subject area that you really want to study, and focus on that one area when making your applications. Also, you can only write one personal statement which will be seen by all the universities to which you apply, so it needs to be relevant for all your courses.
If you are thinking of applying for related courses at different universities then we suggest that you avoid using course titles in your personal statement. We recommend that you write about your interest in the general course themes, and how you have engaged with relevant subject areas, so that your personal statement is equally relevant for each of your course choices. 
Does my personal statement need to stand out?
Students sometimes feel that they need to say something dramatic to stand out from the crowd and be really memorable in their personal statement but this is not true. Applying to Oxford is not like a talent show where you may only have a few seconds to make an impression. Tutors consider each application carefully on its individual merits, looking for evidence of your commitment and ability. If you use your personal statement to demonstrate your academic abilities and your engagement with your subject or subjects, then your application will be memorable for all the right reasons.
Where should I start?
Think about talking to your friends about what you want to study at university: what would you tell them? What have you read or watched or seen that has inspired you? (This might have been at school, at home, in a museum, on TV, in a book, on YouTube or a podcast or anywhere else.) Why was it interesting? What do you want to find out next? What did you do?
If you find this difficult, it might be time to think about whether or not you’ve really chosen the right course. If you can’t think of anything that has inspired you, this lack of enthusiasm will probably come across in your personal statement, or it will become clear at interview, and you’re unlikely to gain a place at Oxford. If you find it easy to answer these questions, you will have a long list of ideas to help you write your personal statement.
When you start to write, remember not just to list your achievements but show how they have affected you, how you have benefited, and what you’d like to learn next. Be honest about yourself and what has inspired you, whether that’s been text books, museums and literature, or websites, podcasts and blogs. Be sure to tell the truth, as tutors might check later, so don’t exaggerate and certainly don’t make any false claims. Don’t hold back either – this is no time for modesty.
When you've written a first draft, have a look back at the selection criteria for you course and think about the evidence you've given for each of the criteria. Have you covered everything?
How many versions should I write?
Ask a teacher to read through what you’ve written, listen to their feedback and then make any updates that they suggest. You may need two or three tries to get it right. Don’t keep writing it and rewriting your statement though, as it is more important to keep up with your school or college work, and to explore your subject with wider reading. (See suggested reading and resources.)
Some dos and don’ts
DON’T be tempted to make anything up, as you might be asked about it at interview.
DON’T copy anyone else’s personal statement. UCAS uses plagiarism detection software.
DON'T list qualifications like your GCSE grades or anything else that's covered elsewhere on the application.
DON’T just list your other achievements: you need to evaluate them.
DON'T feel the need to be dramatic in order to be memorable.
 DO:
Apply for a course you really want to study.
Be yourself: tell the truth about your interests.
Sell yourself: this is not the time for modesty.
Reread your personal statement before an interview – the tutors will.
Read the UCAS guidance on personal statements.
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Tests

Tests in 2016
All Oxford's other admissions tests are co-ordinated by the Admissions Testing Service. The registration deadline will be 15 October and the tests will take place on Wednesday 2 November 2016.
*If you are applying to study Law, you are required to take the LNAT between 1 September and 20 October 2016. *

A good way to prepare for these tests is to download copies of the past papers and practise them, so that you can familiarise yourself with their style and structure. You will not be able to revise for the content, as it is designed to be new to you. 

Written work
For many courses, you need to send in written work as part of your application - check your course page. You should send something that you have produced as part of your normal school or college work, which has been marked by a teacher. We would expect each piece of written work to be no more than 2,000 words, and to receive it by 10 November.
You need to complete a cover sheet for each piece of work that you submit.  Download the Written Work Cover Sheet.
After you have submitted your application (and usually before the end of October), the college considering your application will get in touch to tell you how you should submit your written work. Most colleges will ask you to post your written work (unfolded), although some will accept it electronically. We can't return written work, so do make sure to keep a copy.
What to send
You should send written work that demonstrates your analytical, reasoning, language and writing skills, as appropriate for your chosen degree course. It must be original school or college work, marked by a teacher, and not re-written or corrected in any way. It may be typed or handwritten – as long as it is legible – and photocopies are acceptable. Individual course pages give more information about the best type of work to send and how long it should be, but usually no course will accept work longer than 2,000 words.
If you are not sure what to send, or if you are concerned that you do not have suitable written work, you should contact the college that is considering your application.
Extended essays
Extended essays for the International Baccalaureate, Extended Projects, or other longer pieces of work which exceed the 2,000 word limit are usually not acceptable as submitted written work. However, you may like to submit an extract from an extended essay. Also, if you mention your essay in your personal statement, tutors may like to discuss this with you at interview if your application is shortlisted.

CMA Guidance:
Don’t use the old 90% stat  for  courses requiring tests– this is changing.

Factual inaccuracies
e.g. “You will have at least one tutorial every week.” Is this true for all courses? For every week of term? Even during the exam period?
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details. This will be particularly important for those updating prospectus entries.
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Interviews

This slide shows you what the tutors will be observing during the interview process…don’t’ forget it is designed to be challenging. It’s designed to be like a tutorial.  Think out loud and let the tutors see how you respond to new material. You will probably attend at least two, and your experiences of them might be very different. Don’t worry!

The University conducts more than 24,000 interviews for over 10,000 applicants over the two-week interview period in December. 
(You may like to talk about this when answering questions on why you have to chose to apply to either Oxford or Cambridge!)

Likelihood of being interviewed varies from subject to subject – please refer to your course page for further details.

From prospectus :
‘If you do specify a college, other colleges may also interview you, and any of them may offer you a place. In 2015, 25% of successful applicants got an offer from a college they didn’t specify on their application’  

‘ if you live outside the EU, an are unable to travel to Oxford for interview, then you may be offered an interview by skype. Medicine is an exception – all candidates must come to Oxford. ‘

What interviews are designed to assess:
Academic skill set
Academic potential
Independent thought
Engagement with new ideas
Enthusiasm for your subject
Commitment to study

This will take the form of:
2/3 days spent in Oxford
1+ interviews in 1+ colleges 
2 academic tutors usually present
20-30 minutes long on average
0 pounds spent on food or accommodation
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SUMMARY SLIDE – how do we choose you?

We use all of the information we have gathered about you to make a balanced and highly informed decision about whether to offer you a place. 

Website (Jan 2016)
Decisions
Shortlisted candidates will be told whether or not their application has been successful in early January. 
Tutors will make a decision based on:
your interview
any admissions tests or written work required for your course
your examination results and predicted grades
your personal statement
the academic reference
We receive many thousands of applications each year, and sadly many excellent candidates will not be offered places.
If you are made an offer, then it may be made by a particular college, or it may be 'open'. If you are currently studying for qualifications, then the offer will probably be 'conditional' on you achieving certain results; otherwise it will be 'unconditional', which means that there are no academic conditions and your place is guaranteed so long as you complete all the necessary administrative steps.

CMA guidance:
Factual inaccuracies:
e.g. “This is the largest <subject> department in the world.” How has this been verified? Can we be absolutely certain?
Please check all factual details you may use.
Beware of stating uniformly that no element counts more than another  within the admissions selection process. In some subjects this  could be the case.
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Preparing to apply:
Oxford University recommended reading for each subject can be found at the web page above
Also Mention www.staircase12.univ.ox.ac.uk/– University College website with very useful recommended online resources and reading

There is much you can do , even at an early stage to start thinking about and preparing for your application to Oxford:

Look at your current programme of study and the one you want to embark on. Go a little further in your reading and research and find out what is in the degree course you wish to take. Get a reading list form the faculty you wish to study in.
Work hard to achieve the grades that will secure your place, if made an offer.
Find time to go beyond your school work. Make this exploration fun and engaging. Use multimedia resources, read what fascinates you, talk to people who inspire you, take free short courses, broaden your knowledge.
Practice the skills we have talked about for tests, interviews etc. and start preparing your statement early.
Talk to your teachers about your intention to apply.
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CMA guidance:

Refer to the website or direct students to the email address at the end of the slide for help with questions you can’t answer on the day. 

Details are correct at the time of going to press in January 2016. Any updates or changes to information can be found on our web page above. 
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