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ALL BHASVIC STUDENTS 
ARE ELIGIBLE 

What is a contextual offer? At Bristol we want to attract students from all backgrounds 
because we believe a student community that reflects our society will benefit everyone. 

Our contextual offer is a grade reduction of up to two grades below the standard entry 
requirements and is made to those from backgrounds who, generally, are less likely to 
come here. Once here, data shows that our contextual offer students achieve above 
average academically. 

Details of our standard and contextual offer entry requirements are available on course 
pages. Use our course search tool to search our courses.  

Could I get a contextual offer? You may be eligible for a contextual offer if one of the 
following statements applies to you. 

You have attended an aspiring state school or college 

No change for most students 
– Bristol will automatically 
adjust for the contextual 
offer 
 
Add the letters WP to further 
details in each university 
choice if Widening 
Participation 
 
Aspiring State Schools and 
Colleges for 2022 cycle England 
and Wales.pdf (bristol.ac.uk) 

 

ALL BHASVIC STUDENTS 
ARE ELIGIBLE 

All BHASVIC students are eligible for CONTEXTUAL offers No change for most students 
– Exeter will automatically 
adjust for the contextual 
offer 
 
Add the letters WP to further 
details in each university 
choice if Widening 
Participation 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/search/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/entry-requirements-qualifications/contextual-offers/#dropdown-heading0-0
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/study/documents/Aspiring%20State%20Schools%20and%20Colleges%20for%202022%20cycle%20England%20and%20Wales.pdf
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/study/documents/Aspiring%20State%20Schools%20and%20Colleges%20for%202022%20cycle%20England%20and%20Wales.pdf
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/study/documents/Aspiring%20State%20Schools%20and%20Colleges%20for%202022%20cycle%20England%20and%20Wales.pdf
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/


 

I am delighted to inform you that your institution has been selected to participate in a 
contextualised offer scheme with the University of Plymouth for 2022 entry. 

At the University of Plymouth we want to attract students from a range of backgrounds to 
reflect the diverse nature of our University. As part of this commitment we are operating a 
contextual offer scheme to give reduced grade/ tariff offers to students applying from 
certain schools, where we are keen to actively encourage progression into higher 
education. 

As part of this scheme, applicants from your institution will be eligible to be considered for 
a contextualised offer when applying through UCAS to start in September 2022 

This lower UCAS tariff benchmark will be automatically calculated and applied to 
applications received from your students. Applicants with a contextualised offer will still 
need to fulfil any subject-specific grade requirements and any requirement for interview, 
audition and/or portfolio of work, in line with the usual subject-specific admissions 
process. 

Each student’s application 
will be reviewed against 
standard entry requirements 
for that programme and they 
will be given an offer 8 UCAS 
points below the standard 
tariff offer for their subject. 

Should you have any 
questions, please do contact 
our admissions team on 
01752 585858 or 
applications@plymouth.ac.uk 
and a member of the team 
would be more than happy to 
help you. 

 

If you are considering the University of Sussex as part of your UCAS application then please 

register for the Sussex Access programme 

(https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JOiIGLv-

Z060Qy8zJhvH5OvcMf18mEpErWemcdxth4RUMlIzM0xGQ1Q3UEtLWDlWWE81QkQ2U1VWRy4u) 

. If you complete this registration form you will then be able to access their free resources and 

information.  

 

When you complete the 

registration form the 

University will asses whether 

you are eligible for their 

Access Plus Programme, if 

you are eligible for Access 

Plus then you will be eligible 

for a reduced offer and also 

subject mentoring to help 

ensure you reach your 

potential 
 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JOiIGLv-Z060Qy8zJhvH5OvcMf18mEpErWemcdxth4RUMlIzM0xGQ1Q3UEtLWDlWWE81QkQ2U1VWRy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JOiIGLv-Z060Qy8zJhvH5OvcMf18mEpErWemcdxth4RUMlIzM0xGQ1Q3UEtLWDlWWE81QkQ2U1VWRy4u


University Widening Participation schemes (WP only) 

1. If you take part in an event or opportunity at a specific university you do not then have to apply to that university 
2. Most activities are free unless otherwise stated 
3. You should check each university that you are applying to and determine whether they have a Widening Participation programme, each university will 

have its own criteria and it is your responsibility to check whether  you meet their requirements. 
4. Widening Participation may lead to a reduced grade offer at some universities but this is not the case at all universities.  Universities run schemes that 

can lead to reduced grades and these may start in Year 12 or Year 13.  Examples of these schemes are below 

If you need further support please email wp@bhavic.ac.uk Kind regards, Lynne Trower 

Contextual offers are when universities take into account applicants’ personal circumstances when considering each candidate. For example, a university’s 
normal entry requirements might be ABB at A-Level, but if you’ve attended a school with low progression rates to higher education or you’ve spent time in 
local authority care, they will lower the requirements to BCC. Over the last few years contextual offers have become common in UK universities. 

The idea behind contextual offers is to make access to Higher Education more equitable for disadvantaged students. In deciding whether or not to make a 
contextual offer, a university will look at the wider circumstances surrounding your achievements so far. They’ll consider things such as where you grew up, 
whether you have a disability, or whether you’re entitled to free school meals. 

If you meet their criteria, you’ll then be accepted onto the course with lower entry requirements than those usually needed, or sometimes the academic 
entry requirements will remain the same, but your application will be given special consideration. At the University of Oxford, for example, the admissions 
tutors look at your application and ‘raise flags as appropriate’; in some instances, ‘students with such flags will be strongly recommended for interview.’  

How will my application be assessed? 

Each application will be considered by the university on a case-by-case basis. By looking at your personal situation, admissions tutors will assess your 
potential to succeed on an undergraduate course. 

Typical criteria for contextual offers 

Not all UK universities make contextual offers. For those that do, each one sets its own criteria, but they usually include a few of the following: 

• You have a disability. 

mailto:wp@bhavic.ac.uk


• You’re a young carer. A carer is anyone who cares, unpaid, for a friend or family member who cannot cope without support due to illness, disability, a mental 
health problem or an addiction. 

• You’ve had your educational studies hindered by circumstances in your personal, social or domestic life. 
• You’ve been separated from your family.  
• You’re applying from an eligible school, college or sixth form. For example, if the performance of your school, college or sixth form is lower than the national 

average, your academic performance so far might be given special consideration. 
• You’ve spent time in local authority care. Very often, you’ll need to declare that you’re a care leaver on the UCAS form and have it confirmed by your referee. 
• You’re a refugee. 
• You’re a first generation Higher Education attendee (you’re the first in your family to attend higher education). 
• You’re entitled to discretionary payments or free school meals at school/college. 
• Some universities run an access, widening participation or outreach programme, and completion of this might make you eligible (contact the university to 

find out how to be considered for this on your application). 
• You live in an area with less advantaged socio-economic characteristics. This will usually be assessed using the POLAR or ACORN postcode search. 

 
POLAR (Participation of Local Areas) 

POLAR is a classification tool that groups areas across the UK based on the proportion of young people who participate in higher education. The most 
recent version of this classification tool is POLAR4, which is based on the findings of a 2017 report carried out by the Higher Education Funding Council for 
England. The report looks at how likely young people are to participate in higher education across the UK and shows how this varies by area. 

POLAR classifies local areas into five groups - or ‘quintiles’ - based on the proportion of 18 and 19-year-olds from that area who enter higher education. 
Quintile one shows the lowest rate of participation. Quintile five shows the highest rate of participation. 

A university that offers contextual offers based on a POLAR postcode search might, for example, give special consideration to applicants from the lowest 
two quintiles. 

You can access a POLAR postcode look-up tool here. 

ACORN 

ACORN is a classification tool that associates specific geodemographic profiles to individual UK postcodes. It was created by CACI – a market analysis and 
location strategy consultancy – to help people understand consumers’ lifestyle, behavior and attitudes, together with the needs of communities. It’s 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/postcode-search/


widely recognised and used by both the public and private sectors to help with the effective targeting of policies, services and communications. Your 
postcode might fall into a particular ACORN group, such as group four (‘financially stretched)’ or five (‘urban adversity’), in which case you might qualify for 
a contextual offer. 

You can find out more about ACORN here. 

Worth knowing: Sometimes a contextual offer will only apply if you accept the university in question as your firm choice. 
  
How to apply 

For many contextual offers your UCAS application will be assessed by the admissions tutors when you apply to the university and there is no need to do 
anything extra. However, for others you will need to complete a separate application form and submit this to the University before, or at the same time as, 
applying through UCAS. 

University Offer Links & Eligibility 
 
ALL UNIVERSITIES 

 
UCAS APPLY FORM: Add the letters WP to further details in each university choice if Widening Participation. 
 

 

Your Contextual Offer is normally one 
grade lower than the typical offer 
shown on our course pages or in our 
prospectus, but can differ depending 
on the subject you would like to 
study.   

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/requirements/contextual-
offer.aspx 

Am I eligible for the Contextual Offer? 

The Contextual Offer allows the University to consider additional your 
socio-economic data, alongside UCAS information, to help make the 
decision about your application to study at Birmingham. You may be 
eligible for the Contextual Offer if you meet the following criteria: 

• You’ve spent time in local authority care (and you have 
documented this on your UCAS form) 
OR 

https://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/requirements/contextual-offer.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/requirements/contextual-offer.aspx


• Your home postcode is in a low progression to higher education 
neighbourhood.  

To check your postcode to see if you are in a low progression 
neighbourhood, visit the Office for Students postcode look-up tool. Under 
'Area based measure postcode look-up', enter your postcode. The map 
will reload for your area. In the box in the top right hand corner it will 
detail the quintile for the area. For September 2020 entry, your postcode 
should be assessed as 1 under either POLAR3 or POLAR4. Beyond 2020 
(for September 2021 entry onwards) it should be assessed as 1 under 
POLAR4. 
If you’re eligible, you just need to submit your UCAS application in the 
normal way and we will take your circumstances into account when 
considering your application.  

 
Apply Year 13  
  

Your grades are only part of the 
picture. At BU we want to learn about 
you and your life experiences as this 
allows us to identify your potential to 
succeed if you haven’t had the same 
educational opportunities as other 
applicants. 

What this means in practice is that 
we look at more than just your 
academic performance when making 
you an offer. ‘AccessBU’ allows you 
to tell us about personal 
circumstances that are not always 
evident in your UCAS application. We 
then use this information when 
considering your application to 
decide if we can make you an offer 

https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-apply/entry-
requirements/what-we-look/accessbu 
 
When we receive your application, we will automatically assess your 
eligibility for AccessBU if you fall into any of the following categories: 
 
• You have been in care 
• We're committed to supporting young people in care and care leavers 

to enter and succeed in higher education. We offer a range of support 
to make your transition to university life easier. 

• You live in an area with a low participation rate in Higher Education 
• You can check to see if you live in an area with a low participation 

rate by searching for your postcode on the Office For Students 
website. A postcode in POLAR4 or IMD Quintiles 1 or 2 will mean 
you're eligible for an AccessBU offer. 

• You live in an area with less advantaged socio-economic 
characteristics 

• You can check to see if you live in an area with less advantaged 
socio-economic characteristics by searching for your postcode on 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/postcode-search/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/ucas-undergraduate-apply-and-track
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-apply/entry-requirements/what-we-look/accessbu
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-apply/entry-requirements/what-we-look/accessbu


that gives you a better chance of 
accessing Higher Education. 

If you are unable to meet the entry 
requirements published on our 
website, we may be able to make you 
an offer through AccessBU if you 
meet our criteria. 

 

the Acorn website (you will need to register). Postcodes in categories 
4 to 6 will mean you're eligible for an AccessBU offer. 

• You have a disability, medical condition or learning need 
• We are committed to helping you access university if you have a 

disability, medical condition or learning need that has affected your 
previous study. 

• You have been recognised by the UK government as an asylum 
seeker or refugee 

• We recognise the barriers to accessing Higher Education if you are an 
asylum seeker or a refugee. You will find help and support on the 
Refugees Support Network website. 

• You took exams at a school or college with low performance scores 
• If you attended a school or college with low GCSE or A-level 

attainment, we will take this into consideration.  
You can still be considered for AccessBU if you do not fall into any of the 
categories listed above. All you need to do is complete our AccessBU 
Application Form.  

 

• Activities in a huge variety of 
subject areas – arts, sports, 
sciences (including healthcare), 
social sciences (including 
psychology), business, 
humanities and lots more. 

• A variety of summer schools in 
different subject areas. 

• Trips to other universities. 
• Mentoring by university students. 
• Help with writing your personal 

statement when you’re ready to 
apply to uni and practice 
interviews in a university setting. 

University of Brighton Outreach Programme | University of Brighton 
Outreach 
 
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/wideningparticipation/ 
 
You are eligible if you meet any of the following criteria: 
 

• Your parents/guardian have not been to university. 
• You are in care or have been in care before. 
• You have lost contact with your family. Often referred to as 

estranged, but not in the care of the local authority. 
• You have a diagnosed disability (including a learning disability) 
• You are a young carer. 
• You receive the 16-19 bursary. 
• You received Free School Meals or Pupil Premium at secondary 

school. 

https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00fkpy4ey7007namzh1ve3
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/21FO00fkpy4ey7007namzh1ve3
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/wideningparticipation/
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/wideningparticipation/
https://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/wideningparticipation/


• Lots of talks and workshops 
about preparing for university for 
both students and parents. 

• You live in an area where not many people go to university (we 
can let you know by checking your postcode)* 

• You are studying an Access to Higher Education course / are a 
mature student. 

• You are a refugee or asylum seeker. 

 

• BHASVIC Students automatically 
receive contextual offers. See 
links for additional help for care 
leavers 

Please tick the box in the care questions on your UCAS application. If 
your reference confirms that you’ve spent three months or more in local 
authority care, our admissions team will process your application. If not, 
we’ll ask you to send us some more information, such as an email or 
letter from your local authority, school/college or other organisation. 

Care leavers and estranged students may be eligible for our Standalone 
Bursary of £1,500 each year in addition to the University of Bristol 
Bursary of up to £2,060 a year and our Accommodation Bursary which is 
a discount of up to £1,040 on rent of university accommodation. These 
students are also encouraged to apply for the Unite Foundation 
Scholarship which provides free accommodation for three years. 

Please note: The above figures are for 2019 entry and may change in 
subsequent years. 

Find out more about the support the University of Bristol provides to care 
leavers. 

 

Check website https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/apply/contextualoffers/ 

 

 Exeter Scholar 

The following benefits are available to 
participants who are actively taking 
part in the Exeter Scholars experience 
and who meet the minimum pass 

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/apply/year12/nationwide/) 
 
Year 12 Nationwide 

Students based outside of the South West 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/fees-funding/awards/standalone-bursary/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/fees-funding/awards/standalone-bursary/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/fees-funding/awards/uob-bursary/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/fees-funding/awards/uob-bursary/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/undergraduate/fees/bursaries-and-scholarships/unite-foundation.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/undergraduate/fees/bursaries-and-scholarships/unite-foundation.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/care-leavers/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/care-leavers/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/apply/contextualoffers/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/apply/year12/nationwide/


UNIVERSITY OF EXETER 
SCHOLARS 

Apply Year 12  

 

criteria for their subject activity 
strand: 

• An understanding of university 
life and an opportunity to hear 
directly from current 
university students about their 
experiences 

• Increased confidence to help 
you prepare for the transition 
to higher education 

• Learn more about a subject 
area of your choice before 
choosing whether to study it 
at university 

• Develop key skills and 
knowledge to help boost your 
university application and aid 
your current studies 

• The chance to make new 
friends 

• Support and guidance with 
completing your university 
application form 

• Financial support to cover all 
travel costs associated with 
completing Exeter Scholars 

• Exclusive access to an Exeter 
Scholars reception at 
September pre-application 
Open Days in both Exeter and 
Penryn 

Applications for this pathway are now open, and close at 9am on 
Tuesday 22nd June.   

Please read the programme eligibility below. You can find information 
about the available subject streams here and complete the application 
form here.     

• You do not live in Devon, Cornwall, Somerset, Bristol, or Dorset 
(OR you are a participant in the Realising Opportunities 
programme) 

• You have achieved a minimum of 8 GCSEs at grades A*–C or 9–4 
to include GCSE Maths and English at Grade 4 or Grade C and 
above 

• You are a Home/EU registered student, or you expect to be so by 
the time you apply for higher education 

PLUS 

You meet one of the following 9 criteria: 

1. You live in a neighbourhood where a low percentage of young 
people progress to higher education as defined by your home 
postcode* 

2. You live in a low-income neighbourhood as defined by home 
postcode* 

3. You are in receipt of free school meals** 
4. You are eligible for school bursaries** 
5. Your parents have not studied at university 
6. You are or have been living in care*** 
7. You have caring responsibilities**** 
8. You have a disability 
9. You are an estranged student***** 

 

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/currentparticipants/year12nationalresidentials/year12virtualresidential2021/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/apply/year12/nationwide/virtualresidential2021applicationform/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/


• A travel bursary for travel 
costs to attend a University of 
Exeter Offer Holder Visit Day 
or admissions interviews 

• A reduction in entry 
requirements of up to 2 A 
Level grades or equivalent 
lower than the standard entry 
requirements for all University 
of Exeter Undergraduate 
courses* 

* All offers or invitations to interview 
will be made subject to applications 
fulfilling any subject specific and 
GCSE entry requirements, admissions 
tests, and interviews. 

 

 

Apply Year 13  

When you apply, 
your UCAS application will receive 
additional consideration. If 
successful, you will receive a 
standard offer and you'll be offered 
lower entry requirements for your 
chosen course. This could be up to 
two grades lower than our standard 
offer. For example if the standard 
entry requirement for your course is 
AAA at A-level, the Access to Leeds 
offer could be ABB. 

There are also lower entry 
requirements for qualifications 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds 

The Access to Leeds programme is for students who want to study an 
undergraduate degree with us, but their background means they are less 
likely to attend university.  

It could offer you the chance to study an undergraduate degree with 
lower entry requirements than listed on our course pages.  

Around 900 eligible Access to Leeds students register on an 
undergraduate course at the University of Leeds every year. Read 
our Access to Leeds student profiles.  

There are two possible routes into Access to Leeds: 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/site/custom_scripts/profile-list.php?categoryID=130588


equivalent to A-levels such as 
BTEC Nationals and the International 
Baccalaureate. 

Only applicants who make the 
University of Leeds their firm choice 
will remain eligible for an Access to 
Leeds offer.  

Support to prepare for university 
We will offer you support to prepare 
for studying at university, including: 

• Access to our online library 
and Virtual Learning 
Environment.  

• A launch event on campus 
to find out more about our 
facilities, and the Access to 
Leeds module. You will 
also get to meet current 
students, other Access to 
Leeds students and attend 
workshops.  

1. You can apply for Access to Leeds directly if you meet our Access 
to Leeds eligibility criteria.  

2. You could be confirmed as eligible when your UCAS application is 
processed. If this happens, you will receive an email to tell you. 

Once we have confirmed you are eligible you will also need to complete 
a short-study skills module and assignment to get you ready for 
university. This has many benefits in helping to prepare you for university 
life, including learning about academic skills and study techniques, and 
introducing you to the University campus and facilities. 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds/761/how_to_apply
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds/760/am_i_eligible
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds/760/am_i_eligible
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds/762/access_to_leeds_module


Special consideration for financial 
support 
If you are an Access to Leeds student 
this will be taken into account if you 
apply for one of our scholarships. 

 

If you have spent any time in social 
care or if your postcode is in POLAR 4 
Quintile 1, you will be made a reduced 
offer of up to 2 grades below the 
standard University of Liverpool offer 
(except Medicine, Dental Sciences or 
Foundation programmes). You will be 
notified of this by email. 

If you are made an offer, but narrowly 
miss the terms of that offer when the 
examination results are published, 
you may be given additional 
consideration and prioritised when 
places are confirmed. 

If you originally applied for Year 1 
entry but have been made a changed 
course offer for a programme at 
Carmel College, you will be prioritised 
in the Carmel admissions processes. 

If you already have your examination 
results when you apply, contextual 
data may be used to determine 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/contextual-
data/ 

What items of Contextual Data are considered? 
The University of Liverpool uses a purpose built system to identify data 
that can provide context to an applicant’s learning journey. This system 
takes into account a combination of the following indicators. 

Your postcode 
The home postcode, which you provide on your UCAS application, is 
assessed against geo-demographic profiling datasets ACORN and 
POLAR 4. These datasets categorise postcode areas according to a 
range of characteristics. 

ACORN is a social profiling dataset compiled for a number of sources 
which assesses socio-economic disadvantage and privilege by postcode. 

POLAR 4 tracks the number of residents in a postcode area who enter 
Higher Education. 

Both of these datasets arrange the information they collect into 5 
categories which they call ‘Quintiles’. The University of Liverpool 
recognises ACORN categories 4 and 5 as the most socio-economically 
disadvantaged while POLAR 4 quintiles 1 and 2 are the least likely to 
enter Higher Education. 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/contextual-data/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/contextual-data/


whether an unconditional offer may 
be made or not. 

Where an applicant would be eligible 
for a reduced offer for reasons in 
addition to contextual data, the offer 
will remain as a reduction by a 
maximum of two grades below the 
standard offer, but all information will 
be taken into account when results 
are received. 

More details may be found on the relevant websites at: 

• ACORN 

• POLAR There is a postcode tool on this website which will 
show you which POLAR quintile your home postcode is in. 

 
Applicants from POLAR 4 Quintile 1 will automatically receive a reduced 
off of up to 2 grades below the standard offer (except Dental Sciences, 
Medicine and Foundation programmes) 

If you have a disability 
If you declare a disability your application will be referred to our 
specialist Disability Support Team. They are experts in making individual 
assessments on an applicant’s circumstances. 

If you have spent any time in social care 
If you have spent any time in social care you will qualify for a reduced 
offer of up to 2 grades below the standard offer (except Medicine, Dental 
Sciences or Foundation programmes). 

The University welcomes declarations of disability and social care status 
and the information provided from this data will only be used to develop 
a positive, supportive and fair approach for all. 

 

 

You'll receive a lower offer if you meet 
all of the following:  

• You meet the criteria for a 
WP Plus flag 

• The qualifications and 
subjects you're applying 
with meet our published 
entry requirements. For 

https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/after-
you-apply/contextual-data/ 

https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/after-
you-apply/contextual-data/eligibility2021/ 

 

http://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/after-you-apply/contextual-data/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/after-you-apply/contextual-data/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/after-you-apply/contextual-data/eligibility2021/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/after-you-apply/contextual-data/eligibility2021/


example, if a course 
requires Chemistry and 
Maths you must be taking 
both of these subjects. 

• You're applying for a 
course where the minimum 
entry requirements are ABB 
and the course must not be 
a Faculty of Science and 
Engineering foundation 
course. 

• Your predicted grades are 
within two grades of our 
minimum entry 
requirements. For example, 
your predicted grades are 
BBB where the standard 
entry requirements are 
AAB. 

• You successfully complete 
any additional selection 
requirements such as an 
interview or aptitude test 
(eg UCAT for Medicine).  

 

 



 

Apply Year 13    

• Receive a lower conditional 
offer to study at Newcastle 
University via the PARTNERS 
Programme Receive a lower 
conditional offer to Newcastle 
University 

• Attend the PARTNERS 
Academic Summer School 

• Develop skills necessary to be 
a successful student 

• Meet other students and 
increase your confidence 

• Receive support through the 
application process, on results 
day and after entering the 
University 

• https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/#whatispartners? 

. To be eligible for our PARTNERS Programme supported entry route for 
2021 entry you must meet one (or more) of the following criteria. 

Click on the links below to check your eligibility against each factor: 

1. your home postcode 
2. your entitlement to Free School Meals, Pupil Premium funding, 

discretionary school/college payments 
3. the school or college you attend or have attended 
4. you have experienced time in care 
5. your parent/carers' experience of higher education and their 

current occupation 
6. you have a disability/long-term health condition and are in receipt 

of the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 
7. you are a recognised carer 
8. you are estranged and living independently of your family due to 

relationship breakdown 
9. you are from a black or minority ethnic group and attend a state 

school 
10. your parents/carers are serving or have served in the armed 

forces at key educational times 
11. you are from a Gypsy, Roma or Traveller community 
12. you have refugee status 
13. you are an asylum seeker 
14. you are a parent/carer and responsible for a child under the age of 

17 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/#whatispartners?
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/postcode/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/additional-funding/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/additional-funding/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/your-school/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/care/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/parent/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/parent/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/disability/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/disability/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/carer/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/estranged/#d.en.345703
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/estranged/#d.en.345703
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/bame/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/bame/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/military%20families/#d.en.921161
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/military%20families/#d.en.921161
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/gypsyromatraveller/#d.en.921168
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/refugees/#d.en.921159
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/asylum%20seeker/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/parents/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/schools/partners/eligibility/parents/


 
Access to Southampton 
(A2S) 
Apply year 12 
 

A2S is a programme of events and 
activities designed to give you insight 
into studying at a research-led 
university, and to support your 
application. Applications to the 
programme for 2022 entry are now 
open, and close on 2 July 2021. 

 

Apply here 
 
Eligibility 
Access to Southampton (A2S) is open nationally to students living 
permanently in the UK. Students must apply to A2S when they are in Year 
12 or the first year of A-Level (or equivalent) study. To be eligible for the 
A2S scheme you must attend a state school, have the potential to study 
at the University of Southampton and meet at least one of the following 
eligibility criteria: 
 
In receipt of a 16-19 bursary or similar grant OR received Free School 
Meals during at any point during your secondary school studies 
Been in local authority care or looked after for three months or more OR 
are estranged from your family 
Are a Young Carer 
Current home post code shows that you live in an area with low levels of 
progression to Higher Education. (Postcodes within the lowest 2 POLAR4 
quintiles) 
Current home post code shows that you live in area that falls within the 
lowest 20 per cent of the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD). 
Eligibility for the POLAR4 measure can be checked at 
www.officeforstudents.org.uk (Postcodes in the lowest 2 POLAR4 
quintiles qualify). 
 
Eligibility for the IMD measure can be checked at 
dclgapps.communities.gov.uk (Postcodes in the lowest 2 deciles 
qualify). 
 
Participating subjects 
A large number of our subject areas participate in the Access to 
Southampton scheme.  
 

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/schools-colleges/access-to-southampton.page#:~:text=Access%20to%20Southampton%20%28A2S%29%20is%20open%20nationally%20to,the%20first%20year%20of%20A-Level%20%28or%20equivalent%29%20study.


Unfortunately, at this time the following disciplines are not available 
through the scheme: Chemical Engineering, Ecology, Medicine, Midwifery, 
Natural Sciences,  Physiotherapy and programmes based at Winchester 
School of Art. 
 
If you're unsure whether your subject of interest participates please 
contact us. 

 
Apply Year 13  

What is In2Surrey? 
In2Surrey is the University of Surrey’s 
access scheme, through which eligible 
applicants complete a reflective 
assignment towards receiving the 
following benefits: 
 
A reduction in entry requirements, 
equivalent to one A-level grade lower* 
A scholarship  
Access to an E-Mentor (a current 
undergraduate student) 
Travel bursary for applicant events 
Invitations to exclusive events that will 
support your transition to and through 
university. 
* Please note that we may be unable 
to offer a reduction in entry 
requirements for BTEC students or 
those with unconditional offers. 
Students must still meet all the 
essential requirements of the course 
they have applied to. Please see the 
FAQs document for further details. 
 

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/in2surrey 

 

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/schools-colleges/in2surrey


 

The programme is aimed at all 
students who are currently in Year 12 
or 13, or those students considering 
returning to education as a mature 
student. Any student from across the 
UK can apply. All students will have 
access to our universal offer, which 
includes Information, Advice & 
Guidance (IAG) toolkits, online Live 
IAG events and Academic Tasters. 

https://sites.google.com/view/universityofsussexaccess/home 
 

• are from areas identified as a low participation neighbourhood or 
areas with indicators of deprivation (We will check your postcode 
for you once we've received your application) 

• are in receipt of free school meals, school or college bursary  
• are a care experienced young person 
• are a Young Carer 
• have a disability 
• are from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities 
• are a Refugee or an Asylum Seeker 
• are a Service Child 
• are estranged from their family 
• are from a Black, Asian and minority ethnic background 
• are a mature student 

 
 

 

 

Since 2017 entry, a number of 
contextual factors have been taken 
into account when assessing UCAS 
applications to build a more holistic 
and rounded view of students’ 
academic achievement and potential. 
The contextual factors we use to 
inform decision-making and policy 
are drawn from UCAS application 
forms and a range of publicly 
available national datasets. 

Students must meet at least two of 
the following factors outlined below 

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/contextual-offers 

https://sites.google.com/view/universityofsussexaccess/home
https://warwick.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/apply/contextual-offers


to be considered for a contextual 
offer: 

a) The applicant completed their Key 
Stage 4 qualifications at a school 
where average performance of 
students at Key Stage 4 Level was 
below the national average 

and/or 

The applicant completed their Key 
Stage 5 qualifications at a 
school/college where performance at 
Key Stage 5 falls within the bottom 
40%. 

b) The applicant completed their Key 
Stage 4 qualifications at a school 
with above the national average 
entitlement/eligibility to Free School 
Meals (national average is 15.9%). 

c) The applicant lives in a 
neighbourhood where the proportion 
of students going into higher 
education is low (POLAR 4, quintile 1) 
or an area which has a high level of 
deprivation (Index of Multiple 
Deprivation [IMD], 0-20%). 

 

 

See website 
 
What is a contextual offer? 

https://www.york.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/entry/contextual-
offers/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2015
https://www.york.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/entry/contextual-offers/
https://www.york.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/entry/contextual-offers/


Contextual offers are a reduced offer 
for UK undergraduate students 
(typically one or two grades below the 
standard entry requirements). 

You could be eligible if you’ve spent 
time in local authority care (such as 
foster or residential care), or you live 
in an area in the UK that has low 
levels of progression to higher 
education. 

If you've taken part in a widening 
participation programme delivered by 
the Access and Outreach team at 
York, you could be eligible for a 
reduced offer of up to three grades 
below our typical entry requirements. 

 
 


