
A2 UCAS 
Personal Statements                               
Skills & Question 2

Week 3



UCAS Recap
You should have completed a draft of Question 1 and returned the 
assignment – well done!

This session we are going to focus on Question 2 and Evidencing 
Skills

We will be focussing on skills with formal education but the same 
principles will apply when we look at what we have learnt outside of 
education next week for Question 3.



Question 2
• How have your qualifications and studies helped you to 

prepare for this course or subject?

• This is the chance for you to show evidence of the relevant or 
transferable skills you've gained from your formal education 
and highlight your understanding of how this will help you 
succeed in this subject area.



• You have studied 3 or 4 subjects whilst at BHASVIC.

• It is important that you appreciate the skills that you have gained from 
studying ALL your subjects

• And are able to reflect this when you are writing your personal 
statement

Academic Skills

• Remember your skills are TRANSFERABLE
• This means that skills gained in one subject can easily support another.



Subject Skills

• Think of one of your subjects

• Make a list of the skills on the back of 
your Activity sheet that you have 
developed since studying that subject

• Prepare to share



Activity Question 2
• You will now complete a sheet that will help you get some of 

your ideas down for Question 2. Use people on your table for 
ideas.

• You will use this as to complete an Assignment before next 
week so try and keep it fairly neat so you can read it later.

• Again make notes and we will put a skills cloud up that will help. 
Pick 2-3 skills that are right for each of your subjects.





Action, Benefit, Course
• (applying for Maths) I have enjoyed analysing information from different 

sources in History. This has helped me view information from different 
perspectives. This will help me as I cope with learning Maths at a higher 
level at university.

• (applying for Politics) I have enjoyed working creatively in Textiles and have 
developed social and communication skills with peer assessments and 
group work. This will help me as I work with others at university level.

• (applying for Geography) I have gained essay writing and evidencing skills 
in English. This has made me much more adept at report writing. This will 
help me as I embark on new learning at university level.

Stuck on how it will benefit your course? 
All your learning matters.



Need more ideas?
You can find lots of ideas for academic skills from our 
on the Tutorial hub - UCAS Hub Subject Guide pages

https://bhasvic.sharepoint.com/sites/BHA_Subjects_TUT/SitePages/UCAS%20Pathway/UCAS-Hub-Home.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=vOi9bK&ovuser=1e86a4bd-7841-4cbe-8f6f-ea7a050fc502%2cn.fabry%40bhasvic.ac.uk&OR=Teams-HL&CT=1747056277823&clickparams=eyJBcHBOYW1lIjoiVGVhbXMtRGVza3RvcCIsIkFwcFZlcnNpb24iOiI0OS8yNTA0MDMxOTExMyIsIkhhc0ZlZGVyYXRlZFVzZXIiOmZhbHNlfQ%3d%3d&CID=816d9da1-f024-a000-c544-83b21ea8c9b8&cidOR=SPO


We are now going to look at  Question 2 
in more depth. MAKE NOTES ON YOUR SHEET OF 
ANYTHING YOU THINK YOU HAVE MISSSED

• How your studies or training relate to your chosen course(s) or 
subject area

• This could be current or previous studies within a school, college, 
training provider, or even a short online university course – any 
form of formal education. The main thing here is to focus on what’s 
most recent and relevant to your chosen course(s). 



We are now going to look at 
Question 2 in more depth
• What relevant or transferable skills you have that make you a great 

candidate

• Maybe there are a couple of subjects that have helped you develop 
a core set of skills required for your chosen course(s). Or, a 
particular module that helped you understand where your interests 
and strengths lie.



We are now going to look at 
Question 2 in more depth
• Any relevant educational achievements

• Universities and colleges will see your grades elsewhere on your 
application so don’t waste time talking about these. Consider 
accomplishments like winning a school or national competition, 
serving as a student ambassador or team captain, or landing the 
lead role in a play.



Assignment Week 3
• You have some ideas on your Activity sheet.

• Complete the Question 2 assignment set by your tutor as best you can. 
We can fine tune it later on  - it will probably be a better answer than you 
might think.

• Check out the subject guides for transferable skills linked to uni 
courses? Why not use these as a basis for answering the question.

• Next week we will be looking at activities outside 
college and and Question 3.


