
Student Finance

FIRST-GENERATION SCHOLARS’ SCHEME



What we’re 
going to 

cover

Tuition fee loans

Maintenance loans

Repayments

Bursaries and Scholarships



You should not see 
finance as a barrier 
to higher education!

The system may change but the principle is the same…



Students can apply 
for 2 loans:

1)Tuition fee – to pay for the 
university teaching (up to 
£9,250)

2) Maintenance – to pay for rent, 
food, travel

Student Finance England



• Tuition fees are not paid 
upfront

• Paid directly to the university 
from Student Finance England

• All students living in the EU 
are eligible

Tuition fee Loan



• To help with costs of 

accommodation, study materials, 

travel, etc. 

• Loan is paid in three instalments

• Goes directly to the student

• Is means tested

Maintenance Loan

2019/2020 figures
Maximum 

loan

Living at home £7,529

Living away from home £8,944

Living away from home, in London £11,672

Studying overseas as part of a UK degree £10,242



Most university 
students top up their 
maintenance loan 
with a part time job!

Part time employment



Repayments currently start when 
annual salary is over the threshold 
of £26,575

Repayments are only made on 9% of 
earnings over £26,575

Loan repayments will be deducted 
from your salary, normally through 
the tax system

Written off 30 years after graduating

Repayments



Repayments
• Repayments only after you graduate

• Nothing until you earn more than £26,575 per year

• You pay 9% of wages over £26,575

Annual Salary (pre tax) Monthly Salary (post tax) Monthly Repayments

(rounded to closest £1)

£26,000 £1,768 £0

£27,000 £1,825 £3

£30,000 £1,995 £26

£35,000 £2,278 £63



• You don’t need the cash to pay for university

• Don't confuse the cost and the price tag

• 83% of graduates won’t pay off their student 

loan

• Not a ‘debt’ – no debt collectors (more 

accurate to call a 'graduate contribution’ tax)

• Student loans do not go on credit files

Myth-busting



1/3 of graduates 
secure an average 
or above average 
wage for their first 

job

Work after university



How do university 
students feel about 

their ‘debt’? 

Is it a worry at university?



• Academic scholarships

• Sport scholarships

• Other scholarships

Search on the Scholarship 

Hub

Scholarships and Bursaries 



• Sussex Bursary based on income

(figures currently being finalised)

• Support for Care Leavers and Young Carers

(high priority for hardship fund up to £1,500 pa)

• Sussex Excellence Scholarship £2,000

• Article 26 Scholarship- Full tuition fee waver + 

£11,500 maintenance per year of study

Scholarships at the University of Sussex



Additional support: 
University of Brighton

• University of Brighton Bursary
£500 per year if household income 
less than £25k

• Care leavers and estranged 
students
£1000 per year

• Student Support Fund

• Scholarships

• Student employment with the 
university



You can apply for DSA if you have a disability that 
affects your ability to study, such as a:

• learning difficulty (dyslexia, dyspraxia, or ADHD)

• mental health condition (anxiety or depression)

• physical disability (partially sighted or have to 
use crutches)

• long-term health condition (such as cancer, 
chronic heart disease, or HIV)

DSA- Disabled Students Allowance 



More informat ion 

• FURTHER QUERIES ABOUT SUSSEX FEES, SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES:

• SUSSEX.AC.UK/FUNDING 

• FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

• DIRECT.GOV.UK/STUDENTFINANCE

• FOR INFORMATION ON CARE-LEAVER SUPPORT AT UNIVERSITY:

• PROPEL.ORG.UK

• INDEPENDENT AND COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION:

• MONEYSAVINGEXPERT.COM/STUDENTS

• STUDENT FINANCE ENGLAND: 

• 0845 300 50 90/ 0141 243 3600


