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Aims of the Session

 Understand what we mean by Contextual Offers

 To know how you can access university schemes if 

you are a WP student

 To know about scholarships and bursaries



 When you look at the entry requirements on uni websites 
check out the contextual offer

Contextual offers?



 Contextual offers at all universities will apply if you are a 
Widening Participation student or fit the unis eligibility 
scheme.

 Please note that this can be different to our WP scheme and 
they do vary.

Contextual offers



 Widening Participation is a broad scheme that covers low income 
households, young carers, refuges and asylum seekers, have been in care 
or living independently, have a disability, first generation scholars and 
even if you live in a postcode area that not many students go to uni.

 Almost half our students are eligible for the scheme

 It will be noted on your application form and student finance will pick it up 
(much later down the line) as your parents/carers will disclose their 
household income for you to get a loan

 If it applies to you use it!!!!

WP Schemes



 Contextual offers from universities take into account applicants’ personal circumstances 
when considering each candidate. 

 For example, normal entry requirements might be ABB (or BTEC equivalent), but if you’ve 
attended a school with low progression rates to university or spent time in care, they will 
lower the requirements to BCC (or BTEC equivalent), . 

 Over the last few years contextual offers have become common in UK universities.

 The idea is to make access to Higher Education more equitable for disadvantaged students.

 If you meet their criteria, you’ll be accepted onto the course with lower entry requirements 
than usually needed, or sometimes the academic entry requirements will remain the same, 
but your application will be given special consideration. At the University of Oxford, for 
example, the admissions tutors look at your application and ‘raise flags as appropriate’; in 
some instances, ‘students with such flags will be strongly recommended for interview.’

 How will my application be assessed?

 Each application will be considered by the university on a case-by-case basis. Admissions 
tutors will assess your potential to succeed on an undergraduate course.

WP Schemes & Contextual offers



 We have produced a list of Universities 
that offer schemes.

 Sometimes you will need to complete a 
task (e.g. online module), attend a 
summer school, or complete an 
application form.

 These are all really worthwhile, 
designed to make sure you are ready for 
uni and given every opportunity to tell 
the uni your circumstances and succeed.

WP Schemes at Universities

Notable schemes our students 
often use are Access to Leeds, 
In2Surrey, Newcastle 
Partners, Exeter Scholars 
(deadline June A1) but there 
are more



 Check out our 
list but research 
offers at any 
university you 
will be 
interested in.

WP Schemes at Universities

If you need more help email 
wp@bhasvic.ac.uk



University Bursaries

 Every university will run bursary schemes to 
support students to be able to live at 
university. These might be based on 
academic, sporting or musical achievements, 
household income or subject specific 
relevant to the course they are applying for.

 Types of incentives include discounted 
course or accommodation costs, iPads and 
laptops, money towards travel expenses and 
books.

 These are on top of your student 
maintenance loan and non-repayable (free)

 They vary from uni to uni and will have 
different household income thresholds. 

 Do your research and find out the different 
criteria



Health and Social Care students

 Various funding is available to students studying specific health and 
social care courses. These are generally in addition to Student Loan 
funding

 Applications for funding are made directly to the NHS learning 
support fund and include:

 exceptional support fund

 parental support

 training grant

 travel and dual accommodation expenses.

 Terms and conditions apply so students need to research eligibility 
criteria. Further information can be found on the NHS Learning 
Support Fund website.



 Some of the most supportive schemes are for 
students that are living independently or 
have spent time in care

 For those in care Propel | Home and Unite 
Foundation Scholarship = Unite Foundation 
(thisisusatuni.org)

 Living Independently Stand Alone -
supporting estranged adults in everyday life

 But simply google universities and see what 
unis offer. There will be different challenges 
of juggling accommodation but unis will want 
to help.

Care leavers / Independently living

https://www.propel.org.uk/UK/
https://thisisusatuni.org/unite-foundation-scholarship/
https://www.standalone.org.uk/


Disabled Students Allowance

 You may be entitled to DSA 
to support you when you 
go to university. This can 
help you with a variety of 
needs. 

 This is why when you 
complete your UCAS Apply 
form it is really important 
to add any additional 
health information.



Need extra help?

The Regional Access Centre at 
Sussex will help and advise 
you for free as will your 
prospective universities. 
Please be aware that we do 
not ‘assess’ in the way that 
DSA requires at BHASVIC so 
this will need to be done 
externally.



 Some unis offer scholarships schemes (please research) but there is a 
brilliant one stop shop for scholarships – essentially free ££££ whatever your 
circumstances – you just need to apply.

 If you can think of wealthy ex-uni students leaving money to universities to 
set up funds – essentially this is what scholarships are offered from.

 Find a Scholarship - The Scholarship Hub

 This is a one stop shop for scholarship for engineering, being a vegetarian, 
writing a short essay on climate change – all sorts of weird and wonderful 

 You will need to set up an account but essentially a lot of money goes 
unclaimed every year but a lot of applications are successful. Try it.

And scholarships….

https://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/find-a-scholarship/


 Research entry requirements for contextual offers if WP

 Download a copy of our WP schemes list and have  a read

 Make an account for the scholarship hub

 Research university bursaries

 If a care leaver or living independently check out the support 
offered using the links.

So what to do now……



Welcome to UCAS Pathway
Useful Resources






